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ounſell ro his lan- 
guiſhing Church of 


SARDIS. 


OR, 
The dying or decaying 
Chriſtian, with the mcanes and 


helprs of his recovery and 
ſtrengthening. 
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Bredſtreet. 


My dcare and worthy friends, 


ND 4 very apt phraſe, 
CJ anſwered a ſpeciall 
friend of his,challenging of 
him in the ſtreines of affethi- 


'0n, thus, O ſcrutans renes 


Az} 


Nicholas 


(riſpe 


2 
$9888855669 


Fo the right VV orſhip- 


full, Captaine 


Eſquire, and Miſtrefle eAnne Criſpe 

his pious conſort, To Maſter Samwel 

; Criſpe, and Miſtreſſe Katharine his vertu- 

| ous wife, with all the reſt of the Pariſhi- 

oners, my loving friends, the Inha- 
Litants in Saint Aildreds, 


et 


CS. —_—— —— _  — 


| The Epiltle "Tl 


————— oo 


etcorda Deus, &c.quod| ||; 
diligam illum ex dono| ||» 
[tuo & ſuo merito, tu ſcis! h 
| & e20 ſentio, quatenus F 
autem diligam, tu ſcis, e-|' 
go neſcio, (that Is) Ob||'e 
Lord, thouwho knoweſt and| | 
ſearcheſt the inmoſt cloſets\|t 
of the heart, that F love my| | 
friend,thou knoweſt it,and 1| ||; 
know it: how much F love g 
him thou doeſt know, but 1\]|/ 
doe not know. The ſame 1 ||; 
apply to my ſelfe and all of | 1s 
you; if ſuſpecting my afeti-| ||} 


'0: 


on to. y0u, becauſe of my de-| || 


-— ||| 
parims : 


— — ———— CCC can nc Ep ne — ——— DO 


XUM 


Dedicatory. 


| —_—  ——— 


parting from yon, Lord,thou 
who knoweſt all things, thou 
knoweſt that F love them, 
and I know it ow much thou 
onely knoweſt, but 7 cannot 
| | expreſſe. 

|| You werea people (of all 
| {| that hitherto [ bave lived 
| with,and of all that ever 1 
( preached unto) of the moſt 
| generall ' union With your 
| J /elves,andof the moſt liberal 
| Bland unwearied affettion to 
| [your Muqiniſter. the maine 
| | ſcruple many times to mee, 
' | as,leſt divers of you ſhould 
dh 4 out- | 


of ——— 


* WW YYF wks 


— 


The Epiſtle F 


out-ſtretch your meaſures. 

eAll the reſpetts which! 
you owed and ſhewed to my; 
Miniſtery, and all the en-| 
couragements which you 
heaped on my ſelfe, I doe 
now the ſecond time publike-) 
ly acknowledge : and as my! 
thank Setnef epreſents it ſelf 
to youall, ſoin ſpeciall man-/ 
ner to you, much honoured 
Captaine, and your worthy 
wife, by whoſe good | 
and affettion Iwas(through 
Gods mercy) brought unto 
that place : you have foad- 
vanced 


— 


Dedicatory. 


ks 


vanced your favours both to 
my ſelfe and ſome friends of 
mine, that I doe mo(t gladly 


embrace this preſent occafion 


f publike teflimony and ac- 
knowledgement , not that it 
1s ſufficient to cleare all ac- 
counts but onely that you may 
know, kindeneſſes long fu mce 
given, are never loft i ma 
thankefull breaſt. 

My defire for you all is, 
that ye may be ſaved, and my 
defire to you all is, that yee 
would ſer touſcy anſwer the 


many precious and heavenly 


— 


- opportunities| | 


The Epiltle 


| 


opportunities of Gods grace. 


1t15 not onely a vanity, but a 
darger, a danger both ex- 
treame andſure, todally with 
\orr ſoules : God bath ſowne 
much ſeed by many of has ſer-, 
| Vants among you, and beleeve| 
me,he expetts an karveſt, wee|f 
cannot anſwer great meanes | 
with oreat imfulne /ſe or little 
7oodne/ e. {o whom any} 
thing is given, of them ſome- 
thing is required, (even the 
'man of one talent was made 
accountable) but to whom 
much is given, of them much 


ſhall 


— — 
rr eo — — — 
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Dedicatory{ = 

e: all be required. My deare 
a [friends if ye be wiſe, be viſe 
-|{ for your ſelves, be good in- 
þ|N deed. You bonour our miniſte- 
ery, and provide well for your 
- | Yowne eternall good; when you 
e| ove into an holy way, and 
| Pgoe on 11 that way, the fight 
$5 incongrnous, and the ac- 
| B count will be ſad, when Mi- 
| niſters doftrines are very 

heavenly, and peoples con- 
verſation are very earthly 
and finfull;a melting beaven 
and ahardned earth meetill, 
eAt length let us ſee our ſer-! 


mons 


.' 


—_—_ 


| ws. Epiſtle a 


mons aud pains in your livery. 
we preach and dye, and menſ, 
heare and dye, we preach out 
our bealth, our ſtrength, owl, 
lives; Oh that our hearers 
would take pitty on us, andF,, 
mend their hearts and waies., 
7f we boaſt that our meane! 
aregreater then others, weel 
muſt tremble alſo to thinkeifÞh, 
our accounts,” before God 
ſhould prove worſe then 0-Þ, 
thers. þ- 
T herefore for Jour parts, | 


as you have begun, ſowith all 
alacrity and induitry, conti- 
nue 


XUM 
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Dedicatory. 


ve and perſevere. Our life | 
&: ſhort, duties many, worke 
laily, and reward ſare and e- 
owgh. eAn eternity with 
[od ſhould make us good,and 
eepe us wg, and. bald us 
Faithfull, and make us fruit- 

[l.'To the everlafling arms 
f his protettion, =7 to the 
erpetuall influences of his 
race and mercy in ( briſt, he 
Sommends you all, who is, ts 


Son all, 


|| Your much obliged and 
- afreRionate friend, 


4 OzaDdian SEDGWICKYL, 


Do —————. 
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Tothe Reader. 


F thou expe8eſt in this 
Treatiſe what is curious 
and branched . over 
with art, (pare thine eye 
any further travel, it is not bere: 
divine doctrines ſerve rather for 
the ſtomacke then the palate. Jn 
preaching theſe Sermons, 1followed 
Saint Cyprians directionto Dona- i 
rus, #0 make choiſe not of Dilerra, 
but Fortia, I looked very little at 
harmony which might take the care, 
but moſt of all a3 energy, which | 
| might reach the conſcience. | 


1 


_— 


To the Reader. 


— — —— — — 


| Tknow well that there is a law. 
full and ſeaſonable uſe of learning, 
1 amnos of his minde who would 
have Preachers [tudy n» booke 
but the Bible; onely this, Mmiſlers 
(if I miſtake not) muſt confider their | 
auditors, and then and there, We 
their choiſer learning, when and| 
where it may not amaze $t profit. | 
when all is ſummed up, this will be | | 
found the moſt comfortable truth, | 
no Preacher is ſo learned, as be who 
can [aue ſoules. 

And now if #hou pleaſeſ?, reade | 
© the worke, and receiue this counſell 
from me; aboue all ſtriue for [piri- | 
tuall life (it is thy greateſt Fonour 10 


ned it take beed of dying, the dead | 
Ll MET and the dying Chrilien, are | 
£0 | 


XUM 


be 00d) and when thou haſt obtai- | 


— — - —_ od ww . S 
CT ee te A AG AO 


To the Reader, | 


wo ſad fights. it is wofull cither ty 
be a brand falling into bell, or to be 
a [tar failing downe from beaves: 
the rifng ſwans 1s more and more! 
beautifull, but the waining moone 
is more full of [pots and darkeneſie: 


[bipwrackes are bigh who hath lofi 
his comforts: no more but this keepe 


beauenly thmgs as thou woullet 
keepe heauen it [elfe. 


Thine inay 


though all may not be loſt, yet bis | 


much in # jewels, and almoſt a'l in 


ſpirituall furtherance, 


Ozapian SaDaWlickh, | 


COVNSEL 


Revs L.3. 3,2 verſcs. 


Be wat chfwll and ftrevgt then the things | 
hat remaine, which are re- dy to dye, for {| 
oak mot found thy wor b/ perfect before God, 
Remember therefore how thow baſt reces- 
ved and heard, and hold f:ft and repent ec, 


s I to His languitſhing 
fy CHUR © H. 

= 
of | 

| 


: 


He author of this 
Booke was I ft$SuU s 


CHRIST; the| 
en-man was lohn | 
the Apoltle, the marter of it, is | 


B generally | 


brifts counſell to his | 
generally myſterious; the per-| 
ſons whom it concernes arethe 
| ſeven Churches in Af 1, bur the 
| ſcope of ir extends to all che 
| Churches, ſucceeding the Apo-/ 
| les ro the end of the world. | 
| Epheſus (the firlt of theſe 
Churches) is taxed for apoſta- 
fie; Swyrna(the ſecond of them)] 
is encouraged to conltancie;' 
Pergamus & Thyatira (the third: 
and fourth of chem) are char- 
ed for permiſlion of ſome ido- 
latry; Sardis (che fifth of them) 
is deepely queſtioned for hypo- 
criſie; Philadelphia (the GS 
them) is commended for fide-/ 
lity, and Laodicea (he laſt of 
them) is condemned for neu- 

rraliry or indifferency, 
In 


XUM 
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F (chem by his ſpirit, 


J gc|! and Church; what they 


'were, 


EY  languiſhing Church. - j 2 | 


————— 


In this Epiſtle to Sardis, you 
have, 

' 1 An inſcription - 4 —=_ 
| whom? unto the Angell of che 
'Church in Sardis. | 
\ 2 From whom? He that hath 
the even ſpirirs (*) Chriſt; who! 
'hath manifold abundance of 
ſpirituall gifts and graces in his! 
\owne difpoſing, and imparts 


x A deſcription of that An- 


t In ſemblance, Thou haſt 
a namethat thou liveſt, g. d. ſs | 
thou boaſteſt, and ſo orhers | 
imagine cthatchou aqgurniſhed | 
with virals for doctrine and 


diſcipline. 


Bz 2 1n' [ 


C———_— 


Chriſt, counjell to his 


[ter, thy Gold is but Tinne, and. 


2 [n.ſabſtance; bur thou art 
dead, q d. there is no ſuch mar | 


thy picty but formality: the 
powers of truch and grace were: 
extremely fainting & languiſh- 
ing, and as it were expiring. 

; Adirction of them what 
to doe, the which dircCtion is, | 

: Generall, By watchfull or a-' 
wake; no reformation without 
diligent and ſerious confidera- 
tion. 

2 Speciall, where, 

1 The matter of it, Streng- 
then the thin 73 which remaine, that 
are ready to dye 

2 The equity of it, for Thave' 
uot found ty works perfett before 
Gud. 


— ce ID<IES 


3 The 


F- linguiſhing ( burch, 


— — - - 


3 The manner of perfor- | 
[mance of this direction cxprel- | 
{ed in rwo particulars. | 

: In remembrance of the | 
(good truths, or rather of the | 
[manner how they once recei- 
ved and heard them, amplified 
with a ſpeciall exhoriation to 
hold them falt, 

2 In repentance of all evill, 
eſpecially ot cheir hypocriſic 
and languor, (And repent.) 

The mater is ſo large which 
might bc inſiſted on, as that I 
know not well where to pitch, 


[ ſhall onely be able (as reapers 


doein thefull fhcld)ro cur down 
many particulars, and leave the 
binding of them up to ſome 


FIN 


one more s5kilftull harveſt 


=_ . w_ 
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Chriſt counſell to bis 


—  ——_— 


man: takethem thus. | 

t That peopic living under! 
evangelicail reaching, may yet 
be butin 2 decaying and dying, 
condition(the things that be rea- 
dy to dye. ) 

2 That ſpiricuals are to be 
ſuccoured and ſtrengthened if 
once they grow languiſhing| 
and dying, (ſtrengthen the things 
that, Tc.) 

3 That the eſtate, though 
viſibly faire rothe cyes of men, 
yet it may bereallyimpertfeCt in 
the cyes of God, [F have not 
found thy works perfef before 
God] 

4 Atight remembrance and 
retention nof original cruths,are 
the way to revive a dying 
chriſtian, | 


| 


—}. .. A ah th. tt. th 


| ' ouſhing ( hurch. 


chriſtian, to fetch him againe. 
| [ Remember therefore,Gc.] 

| 6 Spirituall decayings doe 
require ſpiricuall repencings : 
' [and repent. | 


VR. 

| That people living under e- 
vangelicall reaching, may yer 
/bebur in a dying condition:for 
[the opening of this aſlertion, 
' premiſe with me thele particu- 
lars. 

| 4 "There are thrce forts of 
| people who may live under the 
preaching of the word. 

1 Some maniteſtly pag 
who are ſtarke dead, there is 
neither the ſubſtance, nor the 
ſemblance of any heavenly life 
|in them, B4 =» Others 


| | begin with the firſt renal, 


Doft. 


Thee 
things 
premſed, 


 Corifts counſell tobis 


2 Others are cunningly by. 
| pocciticall, whole leate of pro- 


| tc{hon ſeemes to live, bur ſecret! 


ſtandeven of this latter fort,that 
even theſe may be in a dying} 
' cond110n, | 
| a This dying diſpoſition 
| prop rly c: »nfiſts in a manifeſt 


core of corruption convinceth 
that they are dead. 

3 A third fort is of ſuch as 
are vital'y good, there is a (pt- 
ricuall life crucly implanted in 
them, anda profeſlion in ſome! 

m-a{ure an{werablechereunto. 
The propoſiiion I under- 


| decay of ſpir:taail principles | 
tor lo- ke as when a man is dy-| 
[ing ina nacurall way, the virtall| 
|priocples of Caddans and Hu. 
midum 


—_— yu "0 —_ 


| Janguiſhing ( hurch. 


þ— are notorioully impait- 
ed; ſo when a Chriſtian is dy- 
ing in a ſpirituall way, thoſe 
principles of heavenly life 
[within him, are exceedingly 
ſinking and failing, and decay- 
iog: there 15 not thac ſtrengrh, 


[nor that aCtivity, nor that aſl- 


[duiry in the ſpiric or heart of 


man,as formerly,but he works 
| \weakely (ike a dying pullc)and 


cum lefis factltatibus, 2s a man 
| 


goes with lame legges, and a 
lickly body, ſo he walkes with 
wounded princ! les and alan- 
guiſhing pining wk 


3 Bur if you will have the 
pointin a more ample manner, 
then know that a Chriſtian 


may be dying parsly, 


1 In 


Sumile, 


IO 


A Chri- 
ſtian ma 
be dying 
mſeven 


things. 


| Cbrifts onnſell to his 


1 In 


4 


profeſlion , his very; 


| lcaves may wither, thar vilible! 


| forwardnefſle of zeale and dili-| 
gence, that wontcd preſence of |}. 
his at the ordinances, they may! 
admir of an extreme ſluggiſh-! 
neſſe and remiſlcneſle; he may 
grow a ſtranger to God, | 
2 In converſation: His hand' 
may ſhrivell and disflouriſh: 
thar former aſſociation of him. 
ſelfe with the people of God,] 
may now be no dclight, and 
roficable diſcourſes of heaven 
and of holineſle, may now be 
much laid aſide, there may 
now drop no ſuch waters from 
his fountaine, and very little 
good from his ſocicty ; his can- 
\dle may burne darkely , and 


with 


| 


| languiſhing (hurch. 


{ing light 
3 [n affection, that flame of | 


{loveand ſea of defires, and Eden | 


of delight, may like a great hre 
bereduced ro a few coales and 
cinders : Chriſt puts che Ephe- 
fans in minde of their firlt love 
that it was lefr, Revelat. 2. 4 
though nor abſolutely for na- 
ture,yeteminently for meaſure, 
and S.Paul upbraiderh the Ga- 

lathians for that ſtrange coole- | 
neſle in their affections ro his 
perſon and miniſtery, whereas 


Tat the firlt, their zcale was ſo! 


forward, as that their very eyes 
Gal.4:15. were at his ſ{crvice. 
4 In duties which may now 


be chopr off by intermiſlion, or 


wrought 


with a very imperfeR and "mY | 


Revel, 
2. 4 


944. 15 


(hrifts counſell to his 


| wrought out with voluntary 
diſtractions, cicher none, or 
rugged, done with a kinde of 
formality, coldly, chilly, care- 
leſly. 

Herctofore no time vvas too! 
long, no diverſion lufhciently 
excuſable, no praying ſatisfying 
without lamenting compun- 
tions and groanings of {pirit, 
or withour ſome more fervent: 
violence and wreſtling with 
God. 

Bur now this and other du- 
tics are like a pulſe hardly fel, 
words ſufhce, and almoſt an 
oþ 45 operatiim is enough. | 

5 In judgement, that whercas| 
formerly the minde and under- 
{tanding were (like the Necdle 
looking 


| languiſhing Church. 


: I ee 
— 


looking tothe Poleſtarre) with 
much admiration and dcledta: 
tion taken up with the medita- 
tions of God and Chriſt, and 
divine truths and waics. Now 
yaine objccts are doted upon 
oore, inferiour, tranſtory de- 
ghrs and profits, take up the 
lodging, and ſo fill the ſoule, 
thatit becomes almoſt a ſiran- 
ger to holy contemplations and' 
meditations.!t hath zlmoſt loſt | 
the relliſh of the ftudious' 
thoughts of God, or Chrilh, or | 
ſalvation. F ' 

6 1n gifts or parts, which 
bh roo much indulgence 
'ro carnal! calc or aftetation of 
worldly greatneſle or defect of 
fir imployment, may like a 


ſharpe 


Chriſts counſell to his [4 


ſharpe ſword, grow ruſty, or: 
like ſtanding waters in a poole, || 
be almolt drawne dry and 

cmpty. | 
7 Bur which is the maineſt'F 
and worlt of all, che Chriſtian 
may be dying in his very gra-'; 
ces; asthe healch of man may! 
admir of eclipſcs, and the very! 
life of man may admit of ſow:-) 
nings and faintings, fo the ve- 
ry graces in a Chriſtian may 
be much checked and wound-| 
ed, and impaired in their anci-; 
cat degrees and acts. | 
Partly through want of cx- 
crciſe, partly by not admini- 
ſtring ſuccour & ſtrength unto 
chem by a conſtant application 
of the ordinances, partly by 
hcarkning| 


wn—_— 


| languiſhing Church. | 15 


| hearkning unto ſome ſinfull 
rcmptations. 

| Sothatnow repentance may | 
| become more difhculr and un-| 
6 able, and godly ſorrow can 

ſcarce be diſcerned for that ex» 
| trcame hardneſle of heart, and 

BE faith can ſcarce finde the way, 

Yor make any uſc of Chriſt, and 
|[/the promiſes, but the gates of 
«| ([/unbelicfe ſceme to polleſſe the 
loule. 

Yea, the feare of God may 
now not {o reſtraine and awe, 
and the love of God may not 
lo prevaile and excite, as they 
have done in former times. 

* But you will demand what may| g,;.o 
be the cauſes of this dying condi- 


tion ? 


T7 briſts counſell to bis 


W_—C_— —_—_—T_T TTY 


I conjeCturethele. 

1 Some deadly corruption 
which hath ſeized upon their: 
ſpirics : if poylon get into the; 
body, it works upon the ſpirits, 
and ſo weakens and indangers/ 
life. | 
The people of God are ſome-| 
times taſting of poyſon, they 
arc tampering with unſound 
doctrines, which as they doe 
infc&t the judgement, ſo they 
doe abare their {pirituall prin- 
ciples and abiiitics. The Apo- 
tle was afraid that he had loſt 
his labour, and ſpent himlſelfe; 
in vaine to thoſe of Galatia, that 
they were even Jeaving their 
hold in Chriſt, and what was 
the caulc of it? Surely ſome! 


fallc'l 


' languiſhing Church. | 


[-ts out the bloud thar carrics 
and preſerves the life of man, 


fight againltche ſoul, 1 Per.2.t ». | 


falſe Apoſtles had leavencd 
them with errour about cir- 
cumcifion, and the obſervati- 
on of the law. When the judge- 
ment is corrupted with any cr- 


power with the ſoulc, & where 
truth looſeth in authoricy,there| 
grace will looſc in 1ts ſtrength 
and cfhcacie. 

2 Some dradly wound is gi- | 
ven unto them; you know that | 
a man may dye, not onely bya 
draught of poyſon, bur like- 
wiſe by the cut of a ſword , 
which divides the parts, and 


There atc things which doe 


C and | 


rour, then truths are not of that | 


Sumle. 


1 Pet.1. 
Il, 


" briſts counſell to bis 


and not onely Gght at painlt | it, | 
but wound it; nay not the ſoule; 
and conſcience oncly, bur like- 
| Wiſe our very graces, 

Sinnings He nor one! ly prove 
2 troubleſome wound to the 
conſcience, bur likewiſe a kil./ 
ling and dying wound to our 
graces; if any thing in the world! 
extinguiſheth or " abarerh our! 
graces, they arc our {innivgs, 
[which add LO graces as WAICT T0 
[the fire. But now cven the pev- 

lc of God doc many times 
wa to ſome baſcrlults and 
viler commilhons (as you 
know in David and others) and 
when ſinne hath gor any favour, 
in the judgement orafteCtion,it 


is like a diſeaſe which will not 
oft! 


© languiſhing Church. | 19 


—  -———— 


E2 


off without a manife breach | 
'of healch and ſtrength; finne 5%. 
lames our graces. | 
3 Some deadly neglect; if the Simile, 
ſoule grow negligent, ir will; 
quialy grow dying,as you (hal 
{ce that inordinate abli—_ 
and neglect of food brings a 
'man quickly into a conlumpri- 
'on: lo when the people of God 
f rough {piricuall pride, (hall 
'gro w carcicſle of vitall aſliltan-' 
ces, that they keepe not ſoclole: 
ro the word or life, nor to the! 
Sacraments of life, nor to the 
great principle of life by an car-| 
neſt and conltant communion 
.in prayer, no marycll if they! 
| ak dying perſons. Iris with 


us in reſpect of God, as it is 
C 2 with 


————————— — 


— — 


———— 
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withche plants in reſpect of the 
ſunne, which live or dye, flou-! 
= [rith or decay upon their con- 
ace nts 
wr «life junction (if I may ſoſpecake)and 
Prengt | neercneſſe with its hear. 
rewu 
it lf So our ſoules, yea and our 
Monuit graces live by that conjunction! 
"ir. | which they bave with God; if 
wenei | wye keepe not to him cloſe and} 
Fed Fer 'neere, but dravv off, what doe 
xeliur/.1 We but draw of from the prin. 
& word. ciple of our being, and conſer- 


canſss, : 
vation ? 

4 Inconlideratetoleration of 
particular evils; not a timely! 
expurgation of them. 

Simile, | You know thatit peccant hu- 
| mours redound in the body, 
and be not conſidered of, and 
purged out in time, they may of 


ordinary' 


——— abs 


— — CC —_— 
: 
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Cy diſtempers, turne into 
| deadly diſcaſcs,and fo it is with 
[particular corruptions (admit 
[they beſuch as wee are pleaſed 
favourably rocall infirmities)or 
any other finnes, if they be not 
guickly expelled and reformed, 
{they may bring us neere the 
oates of death : one finne may 
bring on another, or the ſame 
linne may ſteale unto a ſtrange 
degree of ſtrength, ſo that a per- 
ſon (unawares) is languiſhed 
extreamely, and whence comes 

this? not onely from an incon- 
KY fiderate admillion of finnes, bur 
alſo from an untimely correCti- 
on of ſinne. 

The ſoule ſhould preſently 
have phyſicked it ſake with, 
—_ firſt, | 


——_ 


| 22 , Chriſtscounſelltobis | 
fa firſt, a rioht apprehenſion of the | 


oreatneſle of the evill in the be- 
gInNnnmg : lecondly, {peedy hu- 
| uliation betore the Lord: 
 third'y, fervent ſupplication for! 
mercy, and more ſtrength : 
fourthly, reſolute reformation| 
and abandoning of it. 

Burt the neglect of theſe hath 
brought the loule i into a {pi piritu- 
all languor, and perhaps intoa 
| deep conſumprion of graces. 
| 5 DefeCtof frequent exami- 
nations: though at our originall 
and firſt conviction of finne, 

and a finfull condition, we are: 

; very tender and circumlpedt, 
{and everand anon feared, and' 
' overlooked our (| pirituall cond] 
tions, whereby we found fin- 


gular 
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oular additions to our graces,yet” 


be. \ſafcer 2 while, after Chriſtians | 
ww-|{[[have got over the pangs of the 
4. fit birth, and have procured. 


for {more peace and comfort, (as ifa 
hk :|/gracious ſoul would thrive cf it | 
on|(clſe) they are generally apt ro 

keepe on the courle of obedi-| | 
th ence, but thinke it ſuperfluous , | 
| /at leaft not (o recellary, often 
aſſo ſearch, and view, and fan. 

now thenaſelves. And what | 
1i-//now befals them ? ſurely rwo | 
all J/ great evils, 714. that the eſtate | 
e,/$/2nd operation, and acts of f1n, 
re. are not (o ſtrictly eyed : ſecond- 
x,y, that the eſtate of their graces | 
d\F/is not ſo well knowne and | 


'guarded againſt (peciall motis | 
ons and temptations, whereup- | 
C4 on 


Chriſts counſell to his | 


on it often fals out thatthe poor 


ſoul is reduced to grear ſtreights 


and leannefle, the man cannot! 
pray as hererofore, nor finde! 


that love to God and Chriſt as' 


heretofore,nor have that delight 
inthe ordinances, nor doe that 
good in ſociety, nor receivethat 
profit, nor feele that mournful. 
neſſe 'of ſpirit as heretofore: 


why ? hee did let and ſuffer his 


ſpirituall eftate to run on at ha- 


zards, and the leſle ſearching of 


heart, the lefle RReengrh of grace 
alwaies. 

6 Defect of ſolemne humili- 
ations in extraordinary faſting 
and prayer. Thoſe meanes 
which beget our graces, are 

likewiſe ordained to preſerve 
| chem," 


| 
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them, and asthe uſe of fingular 


meanes confers more power 
and life to our graces, ſoa ceſſa- 
tion in the uſe of them, proves 
an exceeding, decay unto them : 
tisas it you ſhould take away 
the pillars from the houle,or the 
raine from the earth. 

Nowv this is certaine, that cx- 
traordinary times of faſting and 
prayer, they have beene bleſt 
with power from heaven to 
make the ſtrongeſt rempration 
and corruption toflye , no finne 
is able to ſtand beforethem:and 
ſolikewiſe they have been bleſt 
with an anſwer of ſingular en- 
largement & addition to ourſpi- 
rituall eſtate : oh how cheerful- 
ly, how tenderfully how much 


more 


DO — 
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more fully and fruitfully is 
thy (oule inabled after thoſe du- 
ties rightly performed ; > but 
Chriſtians grow very ſtrangers; 
to thele ſolemne duties, either! 
rotally omitting of them , or 
(lubberlic pertormance of 
them,and therefore they get not 
that firengch over ſpiritual COr- 

ruptions, nor that truithull ſup. 

ply to their graces, and conſe- 

quently ſlip into dangerous lan- 

guiſhings and decayings. 

7 Inactivity i in our places and 
relations, is another caule of 
(piricuall languiſhing and de- 
caying. A lazy Chriſtian will| 
quickly prove a dying Chriſti. 
an: the Phyſians doe obſerve, 
that as too violent exerciſe over- 
throweth' 


| 


 languiſhing ( hurch. 


their proper functions. 


[tis even {o with Chriſtians, 
in reſpect of their graces; if they 
let them lye ſtill and dead, they 
[will quickly orow weake and 
dying, though their life be . 

O 


planted by an operation 


Gods ſpirit yet itis preſerved by 
an operation of our ſpirits;ther- 
fore grace is compared to fre 


which mult be ſtirred up and 


blowne : He who will not uſe 


grace, will quickly loſe it, or 


y1n it 


Bur | 


_ D— et ns EE ct ee Me 


chrowerh healch, ſo likewiſe! 
[roo much reſt may cauſe ex. 
treame ſickneſſe, becauſe there- 
in the ſuperfluous humours are 
nor carried or breathed away, 
and the ſpirits and naturall heat 
are not ſtirred up to performe 


Chrifts counſell to his ||| 
— _— —— 
But Chriſtians many times 
imploy not their graces, they do 
not any good with them, they 
doe not ſtir up their hearts to 
beleeve, to lay hold on God, to 
call upon him, to walke befare 
him, they doe not lay our their 
knowledge, their zeale, their! 
| love, &c. in their particular rela- 
tions; bur live together, and do! 
no good togerher, meet toge- 
ther, and provoke not one ano- 
ther unto further holinefle. 
_ 8 Laſtly, all perturbations or 
wel l,x,4 | Excelle in paſſions, caule alan. 
werb, | puilhing,and therefore they ob- 
cas |{ervein nature,that immoderate 


cap, 18, | 
E feare, or griefe, or anger, or joy, 


or agony (which conſiſts of an- 


ger and feare) or deſire or care; 


al 


UG 
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| allcheſe, or any of theſe by their 


\jmmoderation, doe checke the 
ſpirit & naturall heat, immarceſ- 
cere ſpiritus & calorem, and con- 
ſequently diminiſh health and 
ſtrength. And ſurely ſo it isin 
the ſpiritual condition; all inor- 
dinate affeCtions are the empay- 
rers of grace, whether it bee; 
deſires of the world, or delights 
init, or fears of men, or priefe 
for loſſes, &c, but 1 cannor! 

now inlarge. | 

Inovv come to the applicati- Le 

| on of this point, which ſhall be 
[inthe firſt place, to refle&t upon 
our owwne hearts, to ſee in what 

condition our ſpirituall conditi- 

on is; whether ve be not Sardi- 

ans, yea or not, either having a 

| name 


naine onely,burare totally dead; 
or if we doe live, whether that 
life of ours be not grove {0 
weake, that wee are almoſt 
dying. | 

Reaſons to move you to 
(earch your hearts in this parti- 
cular, are theſe. 

1 Many among you (who 
any” and have a name, and[ 

ope,thetruth alſo of grace: doe 

not get on, you doe not make 
progreſle, you have not advan- 
ced your (clves in your ſpiritual] 
condition. 
Though the Lord hathgiven 
you plentitull and rich meanes, 
yet What you were many yeers; 
agoe, the ſame you are now : a 
man may ſay of you, as we doe 


of 


(hbriſts counſell to his 


of our friends, whom wee ſee 
perhaps once inten yeeres, thar 
they looke, and arc juſt as wee 
found and left them then. So 
many of you, after many yeeres 
preaching and hearing, arejult 
as you were, have not attained 
to any further perfetion in 
holineſle. 

| Now it isan ill ſymptome, | 
this; for a ſtaying heart is lel- 
dome otherwile then a decay. 
ing heart, Creation, though 
perfect at once, yet it is not ſo 
with ſznCtification; the old lay- 


ing 5, Non þr ogred? eſt regreds, 
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—— 


— — 


'grace is either gerring or loſing, n 


like a river.cither fuller or leſſer, 
or like an oake,growing or dy- 


INS, 
| 2 Many 
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2 Many perſons expteſſe pal. 
pable decayings; all who know 
them, can fee and ſay, how 


ſtrangely they are altered, they 


are ſcarcely knowne now tobe/ 


Chriſtians, bur by the judge- 
ment of the moſt favourable 
charity, who formerly haye 
beene very forward even to ex 


emplarity. The judgements of 


men are ſo altered with fond 
opinions, their ſtrifneſle bf 


converſation is ſo ſtrangely 
flack'd into that which they 


l 
| 


themſelves were wont to call 2 


licentiouſnefle of — | 


is ſuch a dumbneſſe growne i 

their families, and withall there 
is ſuch a chilneſſe come upon 
their affetions; oh where is 


that 
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charchy former 2cale, wy love, 
and joy, and pitty, and broken- 
neſſe of hearr, and flames tor! 
Chriſt, and defires of firengeh| 
and aſſurance, and circumſpe-| 
tion to pleaſe thy God ? | 
Thovgzh we be not dead! 
Chriſtians; yec if we be dying 
[Chriltians, it makes our condr:- | 
ton very evill, and very fad, 
1 Very evill, no man can | x,; 
decay in ood, bur by ſome- L (an 
thing that i is bad; it is alwaies | 
ſome finfull evillyohich makes | 


— _ 


A. 
b, 


us ro Wither in {pirituall good. 
| And rthien it isa thing very |, x, 
evill in itſelfe; if it be a ſinne mally, 
nor ro thrive it grace, it mult | 
bea greater ltane ro be dying 
in grace, 

| D And 


[34 


3 Even- 
tually, 


| Chriſts counſell to his 
And ch-:nit occaſions much fl 
finne, tor it were a wonder to| 
ſcea man dying, in grace, and|fſ 
not withall, living in fanne;! 
however, bcleeve it, that ſinnes, 
will live the more ſtrongly in 
thee, by how much the more 
weakely grace doth live in thee; 


when naturall heat growes! 


low, then doe diſcaſes multip| | 
and grow high, if that which 
ſhould keep downe finne, be 
kept downe by {inning, how!ſl, 
exceedingly fnfull maieſt thou 
prove? | - 
| 2 Very ſad: the Chriſtian! " 
condition is cxceſhvely perplex- 
cd and prejudiced by it, v. gr. | 
1 There is an cxtenuation of 
our chiefeſt excellencies: our 
_gold 


——_——. 


— 


XUM 


al 
tx 
jb 
ur 


1d 


XUM 


Floulc 2 But even our graces (in a | 
| 


thing ro that as to have his 


candle put our, what is that, to 
behold the Sunne growing dim 
qr purblind ? 
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| gold is now clipt and waſhed : 
Beloved, we have not more re- | 


Fall excellencics here on carth, 
then gracious and holy quali- | 


ties. If the naked ſoule be more | 
worth then a whole world, 
what is grace, the which high- | 


ly elevates and adyancerh the; 


decaying condition )are droop 
ng and pining : fora man to 
have a _ withcring is no- 


] 


heart conſuming : to behold a 


When graces decay,then that 
hich is as the heart to the 


embers, or as the Surine to 
D 2 the| 


nm OO. 


Simle. 


Chriſts counſell to his 
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the carch, or 25 the foule tothe 


body, a vitall ſpring,decaycth; 


as ſhe ſaid about the taking a- 


| way of the Arke, that we may 
fay of diminution in grace. 


Now the glory is departing 
from [/rael, now thy honour is 


lyingin the dult; che lefle good 


thou orowelt, the more vile 
| Ss vu 
thou becommell, it is as ifthy 


faire hand ſhould become le-! 
| prous, or thy ſunne {ct at noon 


| day. 

z It isa depreſſion of our hea 
venly ſtrengeb; when Sampſon 
haire was off, he was then as0- 
ther men; he loſt his haire, and 


loſt his ſtrength too. 


When / the fountaines are 


low, and roots weake, then the 


ſtreames 
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ſtreames prove thinne, and 
branches grow almolt fruit- 
lefſe, for theſe are the princi- 
ples of being, and of aſliltance 
unto them. 

Our graces arc a kinde of 
pprings ro our gracious abili- 
ties; when we be leſle good, we 
ſhall alwaies doe the |eflc 200d, 
and the more cvill. Thy wheels 
will move ſlowly, and thy feer 
'(likechole of a ficke man) will 
'move ſtaggeringly and wearily; 
there will be much adoe to doe 
a little good © thy ſervices will 
b c like the thinne rayes of gold, 
which can hardly be diſcerned 
for the multitude of aſhes and 
|| droſle. 

{| Now this is a ſad thing, 


D 3 when | 


—__———— — — 


p ; -— —_ — 
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| 3d |  Coriſts counſell to bis | 


| 
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| when atthc moſt ir is the moſt | 

thata man can doe to belceve,| | 
| or togricve or linne,or ro love iſ 
| God and feare him, of to pray 
| unto him, whereas herctofore 
he was able to belceve and re-| 
joyce, to mourne and lament, 
&c. 

3 A dampe upon our 
communions with G © D; 
there is a double commuy 
nion. _ 

One is dire&, which is ou 
ative communion with God, 
another is reflexive, whych is| 
Gods gracious communion| | 
| with us: now by a dying in our 
| ſpirituall conditions, there ari- 
eth a cloud and a dampe upon 
| | this reciprocall ——_— 

c 


— 


| 


| 
| 


Ee, | 


ve. 
ly 
re 
al 


ſt | 
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Wee cannot fo behaveour | 
ſelves to God,and God will nor 
lo behave himlelfe to us, as in 
former daics. 

i For our communion with 
God,it will grow more [trange, 
leſſe confident, and more gain- 
[lefle, ſmall for heart, leſler for 
'trult, and leaſt of all for bencfir 
and ſucceſle. 

For Gods communion 
us, it will be eclipſed both 
in theeffeCtive and aſlilting part 
ot it, as alſo in the aftkeQtive and 
comforting part of it : hee will 
[not give thee his hand or his 
eycas formerly; David tound 
(upon his great decay) not one- 
ly a cloud in Gods face, bur alſo 


39 


Note. 


a ſtrangeneſſe in Gods ſpiric| 2/51 
F D 4 Pſal.' 


( by "ſts counſel to his 


Eſal.s 1,12. We doe by our no- 
torious decaying, debarre out 
| {elves of much help from God, 
and of all manitcſting favour 
forthe preſent. 

Delerrion is cver the conſc- 
quent of decay! ing. 
| - 4 A vcaation and reltleineſſe 
{inthe conſcience; when we take 
| our leaye of orace, wee mult 
[rake our leave of peace ay 
Lakes A dead man (mat 
|times) reſts in peace, but a dy- 
{ing Chriſtian 1s never without 
rrouble; the remaining grace 
| ſerves moſt ro trouble: us for 
' our decayings in grace. 
| Spirituall comfort uſually 
attends us, either upon great 
priefes for {inne, or upon great 
pr 


© — T—_ 


[progreſſes in duries, And ſpirt- 
I cuall troubles uſually follow us, | 


ur fſ/in fin, or upon great remiſſions 
Jin holineſle, for conſcience will 


| dumb and {peake no incourage- 


| His prayers (which now are 
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cither upon great adventurings 


trouble us as well for looſing 
whatis good, as for commit- 
ting what is evill. 

5 Agreat hilencce in heaven? 
the decaying Chriſtian ſhall | 
either heare of much diſplea- 
ſure from God, or little and no: 
good from him, 

The ordinances (to which 
he now more perfuncorily ap- | 


plies himſfelfc) ſhall ded bee 


— — 


\ment, or bitrer, and ſpeake no 


trength or peacr. 


more 


(tbrifts counſell to his || 
more cold and formal) (hall 


either have ng anſwer, or elſe 
the anſwer is more feare and 
trouble in ſpirit; God ſcemes to/ 
have no minde to ſpcake unto 
that man,who now hath ſcarce 
any minde to ſpeake unto his 
God. | 

6 A range ſuſpition of the 
reality of a ſpiricuall condition; 
ifgrace be often pur in diſpure|f 
when the Chrittian cannot 
perceive it to thrive, how much 
more queſtionable will it be, 
when the ſame Chriſtian per-|d 
ceiveth it to abatc and decay, 
(uſually it muſt be more then 
meere grace which mult afſure 
us of grace) foralmuch as no-|ſi 


thing reſembles hypocrilie 


more: 
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more thenro be formall in our 

[2 dutics, and with it to be withe- 

id £/ring in our diſpoſitions. 

o'fl Adying Chriſtian looks very 

ro; like to a dead hypocrite, 

ce fl 7 Toall theſe may be added 

is © other evils, as horrid remprati- 
Yons, externall miſcries,feares of 


” death, &c. but I may norinfiſt; 


n;/ {on every thing. 

w | Q But here it is demanded, 
bow may we know whether wee be 

h'Þ.in 4 dying condition or not. 

e\fl 4. I know no better wayto 

-\fſdiſcerne this, then by a juſt 

, fcompariſon of things preſent 

n with —y alt, as alſo by a 

e Fairhfull Sbfer crvation of our 


-|{/owne ſpirits and graces: thus 
e|lthen, 


f: 
e 1 Look, 


Ne. 


Chriſts counſell to his 


©—<—_— —— ————__ ——————_———_ 


1 Looke, firſt, upon you, 
 judgementand mindings,z up- 
| on your wils and aftcCtions, 
3upon your hearts and con-f 
ſciences, 4 upon your worſhip: 
and {eryices, 5 upon your waies 
' and conyerſations, ſo may you 

diſcerne whether you be dying 
or not, 

1 For your judgements and 
| mindes, formerly in theſc there 
| were ſtrong endeavours to 
' know the truths of God,andto, 
| ſearch out the myſterics of {al 
| vation, and admirable appreti- 


ations of holinefſle and Gods 


favour, and ſweet meditations 
on the will of God; the minde 
' was eminently taken up with 
'God and Chriſt, and grace and 
| obedience 
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obedicnce and heaven. 

Is it ſo now? or rather doe 
not worldly things ſeeme great 
Fi our cyes, arenot our mind-' 
ngs more for inferiour good, | 
hen for ſpirituall good ? divine 
tudies, are they not rarc, and 
zoore, and tranſient glancings? 
where is that ſtudy to know 
God, or to ſce his favour in. 
Chiiſtunco thee? where is that' 
reverend regard of the cruths' | 
of God 2 where is that diligence] 
to know the eſtate of thy {oule? 
where is that ſweet delight thou! 
ookelſt once ro knovy Tefus' 
Chriſt aschine? 

2 For your wils and affeQti-| 
ons: time was,that thy will was 


zflexible will, eaſte to obedi-| 


a iI 


pc —— —_— 


| Crifts comnſelltobus | 

ence, ſubmiſſive to the divine 
will, checrcfull in the duties of| 
godlineſſe, much cloſing with | 
divine promiſes, ravithed with 
love tro Chriſt, fearcfull ro of-\il* 
fend, carefull to pleaſe, deſirous 
of nothing more then Gods 
loving kindenefſe, iritly ha-'N 
ting all evill, joytu'l in this a- 
lone,that God was thy portiony 


fouds of teares ſwelled thy' 
griefe, heavenly delights ſatisf 
ed thy ſoule,mercies were bleſt, 
——_— feared, &c. If in 


ſtead of theſe, thy will growes 
weary and urly, hard to be' 
perſwaded , gr + clattering! 
with the divine will, impatient! 
of ſtri& obedience, indifferent 
Pp pleaſe, flow to hearken bs 
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the counſels of God, and the 
mercies of God, and the threars 
of God areof {mall efficacie; ſin 
is not ſo watched and loathed, 
God alone is nor fo delightfull 
and ſufficient, thy heart grows 
more inſcnfible of finne, and 
hardly mourntull, thy delighes 
are leſſe in heavenly things. Ah 
now, how is the mighty fallen, 
how is the noble plant degene- 
rated ? &c. 

3 Foryour hearts and con- 
ſciences, compare them now 
with what formerly they were; 
how quicke was conſcienceto 
diret, how apt was conſcience 
to checke, = tender was 
conſcience ro offend? how un- 
quiet was conſcience till peace 
Was 


- —_ 
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was madc, how exact was con-fl| 
ſcience to obey ? | | 

[s it ſo now? thou canſt {un 
and conſcience ſtrikes not, 
God ſtrikes thee, but conſcience 
ſtrikes thee not, conſcience 
ſtrikes thee, and thou care 
not; conſcicnce is grownel 
ſkepy arid drowhie, almolt 
dead and ſcared; thou canlt 
omir duties, or performe| 
them careleſly, (lip and falland| 
lie; and either conſcience ſaith 
nothing, or thou reformeſt no- 
ring, 

4 And for thy worſhip and 
ſervice of God, how pretiou 
werethe ordinances unto thee 
how delightfull 2 chon hadſt rs 
ther have ſpent a day with 


them 


: 


ll [anoniſhing (hurch. | 
| oy Rr. 
| them, chen 4 kundred daics ih 

'othcr employments : what 


w(ecrer _— made the 
power of them upon thy heart, 


'what griefes, what joyes ,what 
degrees of perſwalion, what! 
expectations of hope, what fut- | 
Fichcrance unto holy daries, 
what conflictings with, atid | 
(conqueſts over ſunne and temp- 


ations, what more fcrious care 
and diligeoace ro walke with 
God. 

Oh why is ict, whence is it, 
that now it is not as once it 
waygthere is not that connatu- 
ralneſſe as formerly, the word 
works not on thee as formerly, 
the Sacrament works not on 


hee as formerly: the word of 
E chreat- 


—_— JE IE 


| 


' go | Chriſts counſel! tobis © 


chreatning reveales wrath, and} 
thou tremblclit ner, the word; 
of promile reycales goodneſle, 
and thou lovelt it not; fidelity, 
and thou belcceveſt ir not: che! 
Sacrament opens the bloud of! 
a Saviour,and thou rhirltcK not,! 
thou rejoycelt not ; thou att 

rowne dull under all,and bar 
ren after all; thy dead heartar. 
guerh that thou art a dying| 


| {oule. is 
5 The ſamemay be aidfor| F, 

our converſation and wayes, c 

if they be now dead in reſpedt) 

| Y | p Fc 

of {infulneſſe, or dead in re{pett 

of unprofirableneſle, that wee L 

| 

'are now become as the Heath in 

chat brings forth nothing, or as 

the Briar which brings forth - 


thornes, 


—— 
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thornes, that we turne all reli- 
gion into a diſcourſe or cen- 
ure, or diſpute; we can cat and 
drink, and talke,and finne:how 
have the ſhadowes of death co- 
'vered us? howchill and langui- 
(ing are our graces turned ? 
Well, ſerioully confider of 
theſe things (you who heareme 
this day) and Jooke to it chat) 
lyou be not a dying people: 
more fearclull would your con- 
dition be,then the condirion of 
others: for, firſt, you have more 
enlivening meanes then any 
people on the earth; no City 
likeunto you for publike offers, 
or for private opporruniries ;| 
yee are even cxalced unto hea- | 
ven in the abundance and; 
E 2 choyce | 


CE EE ena 


[ of ſtrength and life (accidental. 


| take the kingdome of heaven by 


| 


| 
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choyce of ſpirituall heipes, aud 
cherefore your decayings wou'd 
have more in the account then! 
other mens; the more meancs 


ly) make dying dilcalcs to be 
che more de adly. 

2 Wee cannot but approve 
your flocking to the word and, 
ſervice of God in ſcaſon and! 
out of {eafon, as if you would 


force; if now under lo faire 2 
complexion you ſhould bein 2 


conlumprion, that the vitals of 


godlinellc ſhould ſlacke and 


pine away in your hcarts and; 


private walkings, this dilſonar 
cie would be not only ſhame 
to your profeſſion, bur alſou 


he 


comfortable. 
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comfortable ro your conſcience. 


1d | | 
Fl [ Againe, anocher way per- 
6 ſons may dilcern whether they 
i be dying and decaying, 
1. By an obſervation of the acts 
1). | ** operations of their graces; as 
if they be faint and more incon- 
vel] fant : you lee that the rOOt is| Simile, 
4 |:ſe able, when bur a little fruic 


| appeares on the trec, and that 
the Spring is fallen when the 
ſreames Icarce runve, which 
yet were wont to flow; when 
praces are {carce active, or are 
uneven in their gencrall ating, 
BY lurely there is ſome ſpirituall 
nd languor in thee, 
| O Chriſtian, thy faith doth 
not commit things to God as 
heretofore, and thy love is not 

E 3 {o | 


wad OO—_—_ 


of 


—. — 
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Note. 


( brift counſell to bis 


mn — oct nm — —— CS CN —— 


 ſoſaled onChriſt as heretofore, 
| arid thy patience cannot beare 
in any mcalure as heretofore, | 
| and thy ſorrow is dry, and thy 
| zeale 18s cooled, &c. If thy exe; 
| Lange lee lo well, but growes 
darker, and thy foot cannot _ 
| ſo well, bue growes lamer, and 
thy ſhoulders cannot beare ſo 
| well, but grow weaker, it is an 
| argurnent that naturall vigour 
[Is decaied. The ſame may be| 
aid for onr ſpiritual nada | 
| if graces exert not themſclyes in 
ls former vigour, &c. 

''T pray you to obſerve that 
(Bit. are given- unto us for 
chreeends and ules. '- 

:; x6 be inclining principles 
Horny: 0 
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'to pious pertormances. 


F To'be cleanſing & oppoling 


| principles of {inful corruptions. 
| + They arc inclining pri 


ciples to gracious acts : 


the nature of man withour| 


grace, is like a dead man, who 
hath no diſpoſition to walke, 
bur when grace comes into che 
ſoule, it doth enliven it, and inas 
ble it, and incline or diſpoſe it 
\unto holy operarions,to minde, 
to will, to deſire, ro doe hea- 
venly works, as you ſee in Saint 
Paul, when converted, that re- 
\newing grace enclined him 
(quite to another way, and to 
other aCts, to pray, to preach 
Chriſt, &c. 

Now where is that ancient 
diſpofition in thee unto good 


—s 


| 
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{him in any meaſure, and his 
| lawv is not inthy heart, | 


Chriſts counſell to his | 


dutics? wheti.ce 15 that wonder- 
fall unwilling efſe and unco-| 
wardlineſlec of ſpirit in thee ?/ 
how comes it to paſle, that if 
thou dolt lerve the Lotd, it 1s a5; 
if it vvere of conſtraint, thereis 
a kinde of averſeneſle and bang. | 


ing backe, thou doeſt not minde 


2 Againe, th-y are inlarging! 
principles, they Jo not onely i0- 
able a man to good perlorman- 
ces for the matcer, bur allo for 
the manner; they make us 2 
willing people in the day of ow | 
offcrings, and to delight to doe 
the will of God, and to be glad 
in_going to the houſe of che 
Lord. 


Buri 


— —— 
tO 
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Bu now there is not oa = 
liſh of godlinefle, there is no 
dclighttulneſle of ſervice, there 
is not that libertic and alacrity 
off pirit, thou art become a dull 
and heavy Chriſtian, as if there 
were not that | utcableneſſe 
twi. tthy heart and holy duties 
thou art growne very llorhfull 
and careleſle, and negligent in 
thy worke. 

3 Laſtly, they arecleanſing} 
and oppoling principles of cor- 
1uptions, therefore compared 


| 


the ſpots, and to fire which 
fetchech off che ruſt; and as our 


pint the [pirit, ſo the renewed 
piritis faid to luſt againſt che 
fleſh, 


57 


| 


[ro water which waſheth out; 


corrupt fleſh is ſaid to luſt a- 


| 5$ 


( hrifts counſell to his 
fleſh, and they are contrary one 


ro the other, ilill in oppoſition 
and conflict. | 

And ſo the time hath 
beene, that thou haſt found it, 
that grace did humble and 
cleanſe thy heart from the love 
of ſinne, and raiſed tender feare. 
about 1 it, and ſingular hatred' 
and oppoſition of ir; yea, the ve. 
ry thoughts of ſinne were an 
heavy burden cothee; how of. 
ten (by reaſon of the rebellion! 
in nature) haſt thou cryed out! 
with Saint Paul, O wretched! 
man that I am, who [ball deliver | 
me, Tc. 

[s it thus now, why is it not 
thus now? is ſinne quite ſubdu- 
<6, or thinkeſt thou that grace 

and! 
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[and linne will ever beats eruce 2? 
[nay bur why doſt thou luffer 
'thole contemplative evils ro 
lodgein thy minde, or thole de- 
ligheſull | imaginations to tickle 
and invegle thy affections ? nay, 
how dareſt thou to be tamper- 
ing with acts, if nor finfull, yet 
'doubrfull, and as like f1ns as can 
be, and which occaſion linne ? 
yea, and fins prevaile much on 
thee, as pride, vanitie, &c. and 
ander all this thy heart (mites 
thee not, reſtrainesthee not; the 
ume hath beene, thou durſt nor 
have beene or done this for a 
world, Kc. 

"But if the caſe be ſo (may ſome 
tender conſcience reply) then I feare 
my eſtate is not right, for I never 
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, 
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bad ſo much adoe with a fi Full: na-| 
ture all my life, as of late d-zies, | 
and if the greater power of hn 
ſbewcs the more weakened eſta'e of 
grace, I am then the perſon in a 
dying condition, 

Tothis I an{vwve -r briefly. 

1 You muſt diſtinguiſh be-| 
ewixt the turbulency of ſinne, 
and the prevalency ct l1ane, the! 
ſpiritual condition is not decay-| 
ing, becaulc ſinre is more mole- 
ſting and rebelling, bur becaule; 
fiane is more prevailing and 
leading, 

2 Berwveene finre in con- 
flit, and finne in (ubjeion; 


__—_ is weakened when I 
to ſinne, bur it Rands in 


| 
| 
: 


eng when it ands in dehi- 


_ ance 
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ance and conflict with finne : it 
argues the violence of {1nne to 
breake our againit grace, and 
allo it argues the potency of 
grace to keepe the [oule from 
lerving unruly and boyltcrous 
luſts. 

| 3 Betwixt finne in tempta- 
\cion, and (inne in che afteCtion, 


evena ſtrong caſtle may be af. 
|aulted, and a ſtouc Chriltian 
much cerypted, then the [piritu- 


remptation | io chy (infull fleſh, 
lothere 1s much dereſtation on 
thy (piricuall part, thy bow yet 
abides in ſtrength. 

But —_— Chriſtian replies, 
if theſe fien:s of decaying be right, 


| which 


— - 


all part 3 is weakened, when in| 
is favoured : If as there i is much / 


—— V—_— 
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which you deliver, then ſurely I am 
in a dying frame; for heretofore 
when ( as [ thought) God looked on | 
me in mercy, in quickening me from 
\the dead, | had a roery melting 
| beart for fine, and a ſurpaſiins.y 
zealous love 10 God and bis glory; 
but now I fiide no ſuch bright and 
flames , and meaſures ? | 
Sel. Tothis | an(wver, 'F 

1 You mult diſtinguiſh be- | 
ewixt equall ſenſibleneſſe, and| | 
equall piritualneſſe; upon the 
inchoation of grace, there may 
be more ſenlibleoelle, for as| | 


much as grace credts it ſelfe| 
much in the affe&tions ( of | 
whoſe a&ts we are more appre- 
henſive, being more neere to F 
ſenſe) but upon the advancein| I! 

grace,| | — 


. 
_— 


XUM 
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grace, there may be more ſpirt 
\tualnefle: though not ſuch a 
(enſible griefe in the aftetion, 
yet a pure lothing of {inne and 
ilplicence wich our lelves in 
the will. 
| 2 Berwixtpaſhonate exprel- 
ſions, and deliberate or judici- 
ous expreſſions; I confeſle that 
heretofore thy zeale and love 
\n-ight be -more paſſionate and 
vi 'olent, but now they worke 
upon more pure and mixt 
grounds, and lor ever know, it 
a1gues the grace to be the more 
ſtrong, which can act its parts 
with leſſe turbulency and un. 
quietneſle. 

3 Berwixt grace generally 


diffuſed, and it particularly 
| imployed: 


| 


—_— 


Simnle, 


Sinule. 


' ployed ina particular, but 
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imployed: at the frſt all the wa- | 
ter ranne as it were in on: chan. | 
nell, grace exerted it ſelfe moſt. | 
ly in the humbling part, and 
therefore ſeemed to be very 
much, becauſe very much im: 


upon 
turcher knowledge of Chi ian 
duties, grace diffuſeth its 
ſtrength to all the a&ts of holi-, 
neſle, itis not the leſle, becauſe 
the more improved, one'y it 1s 
the leſſe perceived; as health and 
ſtrength are when corally diffu- 
[ed over the whole body. 

4 Berwixt interruption and 
corruption, ſpitituall principles 
may ſometimes be interrupted 
(like ariver which yer is ſcram- 
bling over the bay) by tempra. 


tions : 


languiſhing (' C9 burch. 

tions : the paſſages are not al- 
| waies {o open tor opcration : :| 
the very ineprirudc of 2 mans| 
[temper,may occaſion unequal 
expreſſions of the vilidle af :* 

atus Jmperati:and yet rhere may 
beno weakening and decay: ng | 
[in the ſpiricuall condition, for 
theinvilible frame, attus eliciti,, 
are ſure and full ſtill; che will 
and delires doc aft as much as 
lever, though the tongue or 
hand cannot render it, and be- 
{des rhis,the worke is made up 
(by a ſecret humbling, which is 
lſo unavoydably hiadred from 
an open acting, 

6 Buc laſtly, if upon ſolid 
grounds, when wee are our 
(elves, we finde-a manifeſt ine- 

qualiry 


Uſe 2, 
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quality of our preſent, with our 


| former condition in grace;then 
' counſell is berter for thee then 
'comfort, and mce thinkes no 


better 4dvilecan be preſcribed, 


the Epheſtin Church, flaking 


| whence thou art ſallen, and repem, 
| and doe thy fii (Þ wrks. 


[f chough upon peruſall of 
thele trials, you finde your 
{elves not to be in a dying con 


dition, 
i Then fuſt bleſle the arme 
of the Almighty God,who h:th 
given grace, and upheld ir. 
| 2 Belcech him for cver to 
preſerve and increaſe thy (pirt- 
ruall qualities all thy daics; + 
y 


|chen that of Chrilt himſclfeto: 


in her hrit love, Remembrr from! 
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by his goodneſle that thou py | 
o00d, and of his ſtrength that 

yer thou abidelſt in thy {trengeh. 

3 Vie all the meancs thou 

canſt ro keepe up thy graces, | 
that chou ſtink not intoa ding 

condition. Meanes to reſerve | 
us from a dying condition be| 
thee. | 
1 Be humble: che high tide! 5:wmitc; |þ 
quickly cbbes, aad the higheſt 
lunne is preſca:ly declining : 

faith is the champion fcrour | 
Traces, and feare the watch- 
man, and humilicy the nutfe. 
Spiricuall pride hls our fanicies, 
but imipaires our graces. NOW a 
man thinkes he hath etrouyh, 
and then heis fure to loſe mah; | 
if any thing keepes us from 
F 2 : being | 


Az a 


"il 


being low in gracciit is this,that 
we {till grow low and poor in 


large heads, but weake feer, 
lo, &c, 

2 Strive for further perfeCti- 
on in holineſle, 2 Pet. 3. 17. the 
moſt of what wee have, is but 


the leaſt of that we want :. He 
| that will not ſtrive to be better, 
will be worſe; in temporals we 


Chriſts counſell tohis | 


ſpirit. ln the Rickets they have| 


thould inſiſt more on our re 
ccits, and that will make us 
ſhould infiſt more on our! 
wants, and that will make us 
fruitful, 2 Pet.1.5. Adde to your 
faith, vertne, and to vertue knvw- 
ledge, 6 v. and to knowledge tem- 
perance, We. 8 v. for if thou doe 
| ; theſe 


thankfull ; in ſpiricuals wee 


—  — —— 


$ 
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| 

| theſe things, they make you that you 
| ſhall neither be barren nor unfruit- 
full , Wc. 

3 Quit all formality in all 
holy duties,rake hced of the firſt 
coolings : much impiety may 
hang upon much indift-rency : 
| 2 coole ſpirit is alwaics a lo- 
ling ſpiric; he who gives way 
'rodo dutics in a ſlight manner, 
' will after a while be able ſcarce 
to performe chem in any man- 
ner. But as the rule was Hoe age, 
lo ſtill keep up thy ſpirit with 
the duty; tir up thy graces in 
all duties, put out thy heart and 
ſirengch in holy ations of 
[praying and hcaring, and that 
will keepe thee alive in grace. 


A conſcionable and cordiall | 


> : F 3 ating | 


« - hy its connſell tobis © 
a& ng of =_ Is bleſſed, nd not! | 


acly - oil a preſervation of 
orace, bur likewiſe with an ad- 
| dition and increaſlc. | 

4 Maintaincan holy jealou-| 
{ic and fearc of decaying; Bleſ-, 
ſed is the man w! 0 feareth alwaies, 
{aich Salomon, Prov. z 8. 

T hree things ariſc from this. 
| Oneis tender watchfulneſle 
againſt all decaying occalions 

Another is frequent ſearch 
and exammation of our ſpirits 
and eſtares. 

Quicke repairings of all fay- 
lings ; all which 'preerye us 
from a notorious decaying or 
dying. 
| 5 Be prudently ſerious in 
[chriſtian focicty; ſpend notthy 


ours 
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Jhourcs in vaine diſputes, left 
while chou {tudicſt odde noti- 
ons, thou in the meanetime lo- 
ſelt precious grace. | 

There arediſputes whichend | 
'Moncly in divifion, and there we 
Finquiries which rend to edifica- , 
tion; rather ſtudic ro make thy 
(e|fe better, then to prove ano- 
ther to be bad. 

6 Keep up uprighrtneſle, and 
by no meanes away with hypo- 
crifie, ſay not thefinne is little, | 
for many a man hath dyed of a | 5m. 
little wound, and vvc all know | | 
[thatthe ſmall end of che wedge 
[makes way for the greater; nor | 
lay, itis ſecret, a man may dye | 
of a ſecret ſtab, as well as of an 
open wound: 


— 


'C< brifts counſell to his 
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When the children of the | 
Prophets talted of the portage, | 
chey cried our Mors in olla,death! 
is ia the por, and ſo ſhall wee 
hade upon expericnce,- that 
there goes a dying influence 
with every fnne , ++ +: nd 

Therefore take heed of al 
{inning, eſpecially of choſe a 
| gainſt knowledge and conſci- 
cence, theſe are peccata moulne- 
[rants & divaſtantia, wounding 
| and walting finnes. The render 
| heart and theu right, theſc are 
the living and £ lively hearts. 
| 7 I mightadde, that we muſt 

ly our ſelves to a living 


I 


Cl and to living ordinan-! 
ces, &c. but thelc alledged 
rules ſhall ſuffice for this time. | 

| "But! 


— — —  — — 


acts. 


2 Be lowly humbled; 
thou haſt ſo humbled and aba- 
| ſed thy glory; Thou ſhouldeſt 
grieve exccedingly, thatby thy 
th been 
{o much diſhonoured, his ſpirit 
grieved, religion hamed, con- 
[cience wounded, and grace 


great decayings, God ha 


| impaired. 
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that 


3 Then uſe the mcanes pre-| 


{cribed here in the Text, 


ſreng- 


thenthe things which remaine, that 


are ready to dye; whence wee! 
| come| 


- tas 
Bus ſuppoſe wee are in « dying 


I | condition, what meanes now ? 

| - x Finde out the ſpeciall dil- 
calcs or cauſes of thy decaying, 
in what grace moſt, and by 
what meancs, and waics, and 


Ohjeft, 


| Sol, 


| 74 | (brifts counſell to his 
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| DIR; | 

Dan | Thar ſpirituals, if languiſh-} 

ing and dying, are to be {treng-! 

thened. | 

For the underſtanding of this! 

aſſertion, premiſe wich mee a 
few particulars, 


+ Thar there is a diffcrence! 


bertwixt the | 
Implantation, ed a | 
| Perfecting, 'V 2 

|Strengthemng J __ 


| The Implantation of them is 
'nothing but thetr free and cfte- 
'tuall communication unto a\ 

erſon from Gods holy ſpirit,' 

is hand alone fers all theſc hea- | 
venly plants, and from his ſole 
goodnefſſe and power are all 


thoſe 


— - — ——C Ru —- —— ——c A 


| come to the next propoſition, 
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| A 


choſe Rarres, thoſc ſhining and 
lbeaut iftull{tars, creared in our 
(ſoules. | 
Perfeting of holy princi-| 
ples, is noching but a lucceſlive| 
addition unto grace received, a 
riſing or {prouring of thoſe 
plants, a going on from a wea- 
ker, roa [ſtronger degree. |; 
The ſtrengthening of them 
diflers from both, forit is not a | 
[new creation of holy princh | 
ples, buta rel[tanration of them,! 
[at id ſo it differs from graceim- 
\planted, and though it be an 
[addition to grace received, yet 
tis addicion is not to grace as! 
| menvely weake, bur properly to: 


- differs from the 'pecing 


—_O 


Sewslc. 


| Chriſtscounſell to his | 


—reennns | 


| 


ofholy principles. | 


2 The ſtrengthening of de-: F 
caying principles or habits of|F|.. 
grace, itis a ſpiritual and pro-| 


portionable reparation of them} 
untotheir former liberty, and! 
abiliry, and efficacie, 

' Ic'is not a mcereultaining} 
'ofthem in genere gratiarum,orin 
eſſe rvitali, that they ſhall not; 
| quite extinguiſh; as when a/ 
| houſe is onely ſo kept, that it] 
 fals not to the ground, this is 
[not ſufficient ro ſuſtaining ; 
for graces may be ſtrengrhened 
.as radicall habirs, when yet. 
they may bepining inther vi-; 
gour and remittcd in their mea- 
furc and graduals. 


Bur ſtrengthening of grace, 
Imports 
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imports addition as well as fu-| 
ſtenration, like recovery which | Simve. 
is health in ſome meaſure com- 
ming and riſing againe. 

Nor is all regaining ſufhci-| 
ent, unleſle it be proportiona- 
ble to theeſtate of grace when 
it began to decay & fink; when 
the decayed Chriſtian recovers) 
againe unto that ancient pitch! 
of heavenly power and incline. 
tion, and unto his old liberty of| 
holy ads, whether inward in! 
the minds, will and affeRion,| 
or outward in his open and vi-! 
ſible duties; now hath he righr- | 
ly ſtrengthened himſclfe. | 

It istrue, that before he fully 
recovers that cquall pitch, hee 
| 
| nay be ſaid to ſtrengchen -| 


Accs 


27S | ( hriſts counſell to bis 


omen — -— 


Lo by way of diſpoſition, 1110nN , 
(bur punctually by way of habit; 
'the ſtrengthening implyes a 
[new equality as 1t were to the 


latitude of his former conditi- 


| 
/on. 


. There is a threefold ſtreng- 
thening of decaying principl.s 
* loft holineſle. 

: One is by way of authori- 
ty and 'plaine cauſality; this 
ſtrengthening is the worke of 
the ſpirit of Chriſt lelus; for as 
he onely is life to a dead man,(o 
he onely is medicineto a {icke 
loule, his bloud is the oncly 
comforting medicine to a trou- 
bled conſcience, and his ſpirir 
is the onely ſtrengrhening me- 


| dicine to a decaycd Chriſtian. ! | 
It 


-_— — 
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Ie is he who mb ſet us upon 
our legs againc, and who mult 
nokne our withered branches to 


flouriſh againe. 
Now Chriſt Iclus doth | # 


ſtrengthen the languiſhed Chri- png 


[tian (as [{uppole) three Waics, | bree 
| 1 Excitando, by awakenivg mou 
him cur of his drowlie and 
deadly ſleepe, like thoſe to Jo- 
\nah, what meavieſt thou O ſleeper? 
ariſe; lo doth Telus Chrilt awa- 
ken the decaying Chriſtian, 
partly, per ſermonem ſonantem,by | 
the powerful! knockings of the | 
word, which will nor let him 
reſt chus, bur charge on him all 
the wrath of God andthe with= 
'drawments of his love, if hee 


will continuc thus. 


Partly,| 


 Chrifts counſell to his = 


Partly, per ſermonem tonan- 
tem, by ſome ſingular afflicti- 
ons, and neere corrections, 
{courging of him in ſome {ingu. 
lar outward mercies, that hee 
may ee his ſpirituall loſſes in| 
temporary ones. 

; Partly, per ſermonem pulſan- 


tem, by his owne ſpirit, clear: 
ing the eyes of his underſtand- 
ing, to open and reflect, and}; 
conſider on the decayed condi. 
tion, as alſo by exciting the 


conſcience bitrerly, to, accuſe 
and judge him for this —_ 
tion and witherings,with much 
rorment, feare,and ſhame. 

2 Adju'vando, by conferring 
on him aQtuall and efficacious 


ſtrength (fpecialem concurſum ro. 


bur 


— —— ww 


—_— 
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bur aftnal:) whereby bis will 
[relolves to forſake thoſe cout-' 
ſes of death; and to turne backe 
againe into the pathes of lite, } 
/and is alſo inabled by that 
| helping grace, both ro bewaile 
[1f> hea decayings, and alſo! 
(carneltly and conſtantly to ſup- 
| plicate the throne of grace and 
[mercy for pardon, and for 
([trengeh ro recover. 

3 Renovand», by a daily infu- 
ling (inthe ule of meanes) ſuch | 
new meaſures and degrees of | 
holineſſe, untill the decayed 
Chriſtian recovers his former 
tbility and vigour, ſhaking oft 
his corruptions, and attaining | | 
unto that ſtrength of holy un- | 
derſtanding, faith, will, love; | | 
(; dc ſire, | 


— 0 -oo 


_———— — —— — — — — 


— -— —V———_— Boo Oo oo ——_ 


— —o_—_—— _— — 


| 
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defire teare, care, obedience, as 
hectare. 
z Anorher, is by way of mi. 


* |niſtery and ofhce:this concerrs 


the Paſtors of flockes, who 
ſhould conlider the cſtare of 
their ſhcepe, and if they finde/ 
any to wander, to reduce them 
into the way of truth, if any to/ 
be weake, to bearc them upin| 
their armes with comfort, i! 
any to be pining and decaying, 
to ſtirre chem up by holy re- 


proofes and pious counſels and 


directions for all the waies of a 


ſpeedy and fate recovery; and 
many interpreters thinke this 
the principzsIl ftrengthening 
meant and intended in this 


place, 


— 


q 


Is 
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| 3 Athirdby way of perſona! 


duty,and ſo the decaying C hri. | 
'ſtian ſtrengthens himſclt, when | 
being awakened, and cxcyed, | 
land aſlſted by the Spirit of) 
Chrilt, he applies himſcltcun- 
to, and continueth in the uſe of | 
a'l holy and* raiſing means ,| 
whether private or publicke, or 
both, unll God againe treng 
thens what he hath vwvroughe ta | 
him. | 
This ſtrengthening is partly | 
Privative in the expuil1on of 
thoſe diſeales and occaſions 
which-have impaired the ſpiti-| 
tuall condition. | 
Poſitive, in a continuall ſuc. 
couring of the ſpirituall congdirti- 
on, till it recovers to its ancient 
G 2 degree] 


| rn R——_—_—_— 


A 


C briſts connſe ell to ohis 


degree and Ration, 
* But why muſt the ſpiritual 
| condition be thus ſlrengthened ? 
ealons hercof are many. 

1 Spitituall decaies are excee-; 
| ding lolles, theretore to be re- 
| paired and [trengthened : they 
are a lolle 

In that which is ourexcellency; 
holineſle Is the giory of a God, 
'and the dignicy of a Chriſtian, 

[It is holinefle which makes thee 
to differ from men, more then 
reaion makes thee to differ trom 

| beaſts : : If with him in che Gol: 
pell chou ſhouldeſt loſe thy 
| ſheep,or with her inthe Goſpel 
| thou {houldeſt loſe thy groat 
thou wouldelt ſccke to recoy 
them : : how much more wh 


th 
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[hy crowne is loling? &Cc. 

In that vwwvhich 1s our ſafety : 
graces are not onely ornament, 
beautifull garments, but #22! 
mnta, powerfull vweapons : 
thou loſeſt thy weapons in the 
very field before thine enemies : 
if thou loſelt chy ſpiricuals, and 
\makelt chy ſelfe naked, 1o that 
any temptation may ;nfulk ovcr 
[thec and wound thee : 
thou canſt not ſo well wield 
and ule thy weapons : a broken 
\arme what can it doe, eſpecially 
'with a dull weapon , againft 
ſtrong and skilfull adverſaries ; 2 

In that whichis our ſerenity: 
the weakened grace, and the 
wounded conſcience ftill goe 
rogether : or if nor, then it is the 


CCS AA 
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Sinale. 


——— —_ 
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| v6 | ( briſts counſel to bis” 
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' dyivg grace, and the dead con- 
| ſcience, which is farre wole 
| then che other. 

| In that which is our felicity : 
ah unhappy Chriſtian , who 
| when thy bow abode in 
ſtrengrh, couldeſt ſee a loving 
God, enjoy a gracious F ather, 
conldelt ſpeake ro him much, 
and heare from him much, bur 
now haſt changed thy conki. 
dence into feares, thy ſunne into 
darkeneſſe, thy coinmunion 
into trangeneſle, thy glory into 
ſhame. 


end will be, if chou ſtrengrhen 
not thy decaying graces ? The 
[ord knovves bow farre thou 
maicſt fall; if chou wile not 
 _ _ thiake 


| 2 Who knowes what the 
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thinke of riſing, 

Thou ſeelt how poore a crop 
of duties comes from thy aa 4 
ing graces: thou feeleſt thy afte- 
ions almoſt gone : chou ap- 
/prehendeſt notonly a weakneſle, 
\bura wearineſle in holy ſervices: 
thou fandeſt chy appetite gone 
from the word, thou knowelt 
[thy negle& of many a Sacra- 

ment : thou canſt nor but ob- 
lev 2 vaniry to arilc in, thy 
'minde, in ſtead of heavenly pu- 
'\nity, and a* more delightful} 
conſociation with vaine and 
idle perſons, then wich ſolid 
2nd fruirfull Chriſtians. 

| Yeaandfince thy graces have 
|beene weakened, calic rempta- 
tons have beene very likely (if 


| 


RS. es 
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Eat: 


Tine 


not alcogether) effectuall to in 
{nare thee to Treat cranlgreſſ1 
a from many omiſlions thou 
* |artnow ready for great com- 
miſtions; lo that like a ſtone 
running ow ne a hill, or a man; 
carried further and further into 
the fea, thou doeſt indanger 
(what in thee lies) the very 
(oule and f(alvation of thy felte 
and the love of God is it not le 
ting?are not his frovvns riſing? 
And here will be work now! 
made for that miferable ſoule 
of thine, which hath lo farre 
| gone from home, and is depar- 
ted from thy fathers houle ? 
'3 Weare bound to keep our 
graces in repaire, and morethen 
(0, #rg0, we are not to reſt ina 


- decaying 


DIED __ — 
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decaying eſtate, bur to recover, | 

&c. | 
houle is bound to keepe it in 
repair chat it may be havitable 
agaiD winde and weather, fo 
[mult we keepe up the graces 
given unto us, and notlet chem 
hoke at all. 

'. Nay more then ſo, weeare 
bound againſt not onely decay-' 
ings, but againſt meere ſtand- | 
ings: wee muſt proceed fron | 
taicth to faith, we muſt perfect 
holineſcin the feare of God, we 
'muſt grow in the love and| 
knowledge of our Lord leſus, 

| we mult abound in all the fruits 

of righteouſneſſe, we muſt ule! 
and increaſe our talents, it will 
not | 


| 89 | 
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As the Tenant who takes an | Simvle. 


(hrifts counſellto bis | 
* 


| 


not bean anſwer of proofe, to 
retaine our naked talent, and 
fay, Maſter, there is thine own. 

The firſt uſe of this point 
ſhall bee ro ſtirie us up go the 


practiſe of this duty. I will not 
ſpend time to demonſtrate that 
weneed ſtrengthening. I ma 

ſpeake my conſcience wich 
grief, that generally we are ade. 

caying, people, in the powers of 
'godlineſſe, and flames of holy 
aff. ions, yea our own con(ci- 
ences ſecretly teſtifie againſt us 
this day, that lo itis; yea, the | 
judgements of God, the hire of 
his vvrath which begins to burn | 
and flye abroad in this Ciry yet 
againe, teitifies as much : Ls 
therefore my exhortation to us 


all; 


XUM 


— 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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all,is,that we witely y conſider of 
our dyings and decayings : ah! 
if thePlague ſhould breake into 
our dwellings, and take us a- 
way in our decayed eſtates, a 
tormenting fore, and a tormen- 
ting conſcience, a dying ſpirit, 
a a dying body, both art once, 
the Lord knoves the woful- 
nefſe of ſuch a condition. There 


are onely three things which l 
ſhall commend unto you for 
the application ofthis,,orx, 
| 1 ſhe motivestoexcite us. 
2 The meanes to perform ir. 
3 The manner of doing ir. 
1 The motives, 
To excirte us to ſtrengthen 


be drawne from the difaran, 
ages ina weakned,&rhe advar- 


| 
tage: 


pI 


our ſpiricuall condition, ſhall | 


ol 


| 
diſad- | 
| 


vantage! 


92 |  Chriſtcannſell to his 1 
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rages of a ſtrengrhened conditio. 
2 In' reſpect of duties, the 
| Chriſtian man is to be Gods 
workman; he is the {crvant of 
the Lord, who impoaleth on 
him not a few, but many 
woikes, not calie, but (many 
times) difficult workes,not for | 
'a whale, but conſtant workes, 
ſuch duties, rhar a licntle know- 
ſ ledge wil nut ſerve the turn, nor 
aliccle vviſdom,nor alittle faith, 
nar a little patience, &c,lome of 
theſc duties are active, [ome pal- 
| ſive, ſomerel pecting his general, 
| ſome his parricular calling,lome! 
,of relation tro God, lome to; 
man, ſome to bimlclfe. Now | 
the weakened Chriſtian, heeisf] | 
| 


no body to the. ſtrengthened: 
Chriſtian 


————— —— 


XUM 


pt — — —_— 


Chriſtian for duties, for every 
'man is, as his ſtrength is, and 
our actions (for the courle of 
them) are as the ability of the 


My foule is from whence they 
Y'I 'come. 
iy The weakened Chriſtian 


comes very ſhort of the other, | 
both for | 

His adaptation of ſpiric unto 
duty, there 15 not that connatu-| 
ralneſſe (if Imay (o ſpeake) of! 
"is ſpirit to ſpirituall offices, du-| 


| 


arulty key to open a doore, hee 
doth his worke with a more in- 


diſpoled ſpirir, not freely, bur 


ties come hardly from him, like 


lixe a ficke man, he goes very lit- 


|poorely, not fully, whereas the! 
| {trengthened 


U— _—_— 


tle, and is quic «ly weary, and} 
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_ (rifts counſel! to bis 
6 rengchened , Chriſtians durie 
How y ins as from an call 
Principle, and lively and quicke 
cauſe. | 
His adequation of duty toÞ 
the rule, Hedoth not minde the 
rule of holy aCtions ſo much, 
nor doth hee proportion hu 
workes to the commands, God 
may command much more}! 
then he doth, for ordinarily the 
decayed Chriſtian is guilty of /* 
many omillions. 
Hee failes wonderfully oft. 
times in paſling over the duty of 
prayer, or reading, or hearing, 
&c. But the ſtrengthened Chri- 
{tian, he is for all duties, difhcult! 
[as well as caſic, private as well 


as publique, though hee cannot 
inten- 
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intenſively anſwer the rule for 
duty, yet extenſively hee doth, 
knowingly and willingly hee 
'omits no duty. 

His ' affective cooperation 
with duty : hee doth duty, bur 
withour ſuch co-working affe- 
__ more formally; he doth 
\pray and heareperhaps, bur itis 
coldly and fleepily, it is not as 
ie ig;-v, bur as if it were 


*s Xx Q 


| 


A ©. 2 


=, % 3 


ſpirit. His eye is nor (o full on 
Gods glory, nor is his heart fo 
warmein prayer, &c. His coles 


Heis nor lively in living works, ' 

\bur performerh ſpiritual] works 

withour much ſpiritualneſle. 
Bur 


ſome indifferent worke, he aCts. 
with a carelefſe and indifferent 


| 


of fire burne in a cold hearth : ' 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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- But the ſtrengrhened Chri- 
{tian hath workings in his 


he ſerves the Lord with a fer. 


vent {pirit, and with all his ſoul. | 


and is much orieved that hecan 
| obey the Lord no berter. 
Acceptation of duty : the Lord| 
doth not looke ſo upon his of- | 
ferings, as on the duties of a; 
| {trengehened Chriſtian : itvis! 
true, that the Lord doth not de- | | 
[lpiſe the day of ſma/l chings, e-/ 
|ven weake lervices are gract- | 
 oully reſpected by him, bur 
_ Chriſtians weaken their 
ovwyne operations , they 4 


weaken alfo Gods acceptarions, 
for 


>. ad 


workes, or as in Ezekiel, there| 
was a wheele within a wheele, 


| | 


" 


hee is exceeding glad ro obey, | 
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for the Lordis pleaſcd different- 
ly co anſwer his ſervants accor- 
ding to their differetir diſpoſt- 
tions and tempers ; faint feek-! 
ers have bur fainr anſwers, and 
'refolare petitioners get plenti- 
full anſwers from him of good. 

2 In reſpect of the ordinari- | 
ces, here alſo rhe weakened 
Chriſtian is very ſhort of the! 
ſtrengthened Chriſtian, boch 

For preparation unto them, 
his heart is not put in ſuch a 
frame to come and convetſec 
with God, he will not rake that 
paines before he comes td the 
word, hee doth not by prece- | 
dent meditations and prayers, 
bring ſuch 4 teceptivity and 
and ccachableneflt of heatr ro 
H the.) _ 


Chriſts counſell to bis IJ 


the word; nor for the Sacre 
ment: perhaps he comes and 
thruſts on the worke, but re 
tires not . himſclfe , examines| 
not himſclfe,humbles not him. 
ſelfe, hungers nor, thirſts not, 
nor conliders his particular 
neceſlicics, ſo rightly to diſ.\ 
ſc his ſoule for an holy com. 
munion with God, butis more! 
full of carnall indulgence to| le 
himſelfc, and ſtudy rather for: 
apologies to cxculc his neglect, c 
chen by preparative dutics ih 
fit himſelfc: 
For application of then, hee 
ſtands under the ordinancg! 
with more diſtrattions, with! 
[leſſe atrenytons, with an unclos| = 
4g ipirit; the werd workesff. c 
not 


d 
n 
a 


nc 
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— 
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not ſo on his heart, nor his 
heart-on the word. He {tznds | 
Funder the ordinances with a 
more diſtraQting ſpirit, or elſe 
with a more fearing ſpirit, leſt | 
the Lord will finde him our for | 
his revoltings, and cither hee| 
dares not come to the Sacra- 
'B'ment, or if he doth, hee is nor 
J able for his life almoſt to be | 

confident and perſwaded of 
Gods love towards him in 
MEchriſt. 

For fruftification, he buyes 
not at the marker, ſuckes noc, 
and thrives not by the breaſts, 

"Fnor makes that uſe of thetn as 
b the other doth; not doth hee 
"improve them ſfotothe benefit | 
of his ſpiritual condition, as! 

Ma. : me! ... 


— 
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the other doth, the counſels, 
commands, cxhorrations, re- 
proofes, promiſes, they are 
generally to him in his weak- 
ned cltare, as water on therock, 
orasthe waves to Jonah (lcep- 
ing in the ſhip, they have not 
that -virtutem moventem , that 
authority over his drowhie 
ſpirit, 

But the ſtrengthened Chri- 
ſtian. hath farre more eaſic 
paſſages, the word and Sacra- 
ment have their {weer and fa-!f 
cile impreſhons, on his under-\f- 
ſtanding, will, and affections: 
by diſcoveries of finne, and; 
threarnings, he feares the Lord 
and hates finne more. By diſco- 
| yeries of goodneſlc and mercy, 

an 


langufhing Church, 
and Chriſt, his faith gets more, 
and his love riſcth more. By 
diſcoveries of duties; and com+ 
mands, his cares and delires 
abound more in him; they are 
ſtill humbling, or ſtill purging, 
Rill raift ing, or {tull upholding 
of him, he is more and more 
built up and edificd in his hol 
faith, his communions wit 
j.\ God are more cordiall, and 
more beneficiall : there is ſtill a 
fuller and ſweeter conjunction 


|. 3 Inreſpe&t of corruptions, 
which _ very _ and 
poyſon, and ſhame of his ſoule, 
and fore woundings and im- 
ings; the weakened Chri- 


an is found _ underfgor 
and 


lm 
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'and is more in bondage, and 

leſle ſenlible of it : gray haires 
| appeare.more on him, unruly 
 lults ger more head againe, and 
| heeither hardly feeles them, or 
faintly reſiſts them : He is now 
become as a wounded man, 
over whom cvery coward can 
inſulc. 

The ſtrength of tender per- 
ception of finne failes, and the 
ſtrength of reſolute 0 pofi irti0n, 
and the ſtrength of frequent] 
m____ ſo that bis ſoule is/ Yi 
much imbaſed by lults, his 


reſiſtance are cither, 
: None: 
z Orfainr. 
4 Or fruitleſſe. 
Buthe is oyerborne bythe 
tide, 


_——— 


j 
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tide, more eaflily, like an un- 
$kilfull rower, or a {icke man 
by a thruſt. 

But it is otherwiſe wichthe 
ſtrengrhened Chriſtian, who 
now can leade captivity cap» | 
tive: he is mighty in prayer, and 
elolure in deftances, and gene- 
rally happy cither in making 
|] finfull motions to flye, or in 
preſerving his ſoule from yeeld- 
ling unto them; cither hee is 
more quict, or leſle guilty: He | 
s| is a greater enemy to finne, a 
5 te conquerour, and ſtill a 


leſſer ſervant. 

nr InTeſpe&t of converſation, 

itis true that the Chriſtian muſt 

be gold withour, and gold 

within, hee muſt be like tho 
H4 heavens, 
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* |f(tarre in heaven, yet ſometimes! 


Chriſts counſellto be 


heavens, excellent in ſubſtance, 
and bgauritull in appearance; a 

ood heart is nor enough, but 
allo a good life and walking, 
like a Spring which is tor com; 
mon good, and nor for private. 
But the /weakened Chr.:ſtian 
in his converſation fals ſhort , 


the 0ihers, who is ſtrengthened 
ja many, reſpets, v.g.. 

2 For Itrictnele; though is 
| be a kinde of garment, yet & 
| hangs more looſely, and like 
| one of the Planets; though a 


W— OO ——_ — 


ncarer,ſometimes more diltant! 
from the equinoGiall. There is 
| not that exat conſcionable 
neſſe in holy walkings, bur a 
ſordid complying many times| 
w. 
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.||cxpreſſe them for Gods glory, 
& | hcis afraid roſpcakeor worke, 
| 2 For proficableneſle: every 


" good man ſhould be like a tree, 
dfſ/on which, one may gather 
q fruit; he is to be a ſtewardof 
| | 'the manifold gifts, not inclo- 


ling, but imploying of them 
for the benefit of others : his 
boxe of oyntment ſhould be 
|opencd : It thou be good, thou 
art bound alſo to doe good, for 
graces arc given not onely ro 
make us good,but alſo ro make' 
us to doe good, but thus it is 
has with the decaying Chri- 


{tian. 


_— 
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| Chriſtsconnſellto bis 


ſtian. He _ now fallen into 
a penurious ſtocke of grace, 
hath almoſt loſt che art and 
skill of profirableneſle, his ads 
ſceme rather to be thoſe of civi| 
lity, then piety, he may be # 
faccrious, but is not ſo religious] 
in converſings; his diſcourſe, 
are more cenforious and info. 
lent then ſubſtanriall and edify. 
ing: I confeſſe that ſome Chris 
ſtians cannor fo draw our their 
ereaſure, through a baſhfulneſ 
of ſpiric, bur he1s growne lefle 
ative, becauſe leſlc able; his 
barrenneſſe is inthecauſc, and 
not in the inſtrument. 

So that he may cat and drink 
with others, but'no good 
comes from him; his lips pre- 
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ve nor knowledge, nor doth 
ce is communication adminiſter 
grace to the hearer: whence it 
tollowes, x That God hathlir. 
te or no glory by him: z That 
the Saints havelintle or no de- 
Jlight in him : 3 That his con- 
Eſcience hath little or no com- 
Wort in ic ſelfe. 

3 For clecrneſle, his river is 
{nor ſo ſweer, but ever and anon 
r ſic proves brackiſh, his ſunne,' 
though ir runs its courſe, yer it 
s frequently clowded, ſo is it 
wich his life, he is not doing of 
good {o, but withall cver and 
anon, heis doing of ſome evill: 
his weakened graces cannot 


cations and temptations : his 


k 
d|Fbcarc him up againſt ſtrong oc- 
_ 
c 


gold 


68] Chriſts « counſell tohis 
oold lies muchin the alhes, and 


ike a lame man, heis not only!f 
halting in his belt motion, bur\ſſ\c, 
ever and anone quite downe, | f 
the ſnufic gers above his candle, 


almolt a ſtranger to cxat Chri. | 
ſtians, and doth not honour 
them ſo much as formerly, but} 

ſecretly: feares their company,| 
and judgement; he is perhaps! 
\more alhamed, or c'{: more 

afraid of chem : his conſcience|] 
is yet ſo apprehenſive, that hee| 


cret checke of his decayings. 
| Thus is it not with the ſtreng- 
:thened Chriſtian,vhoſe y_ 
'arc high , carcfulneſſe 


uſcfulneſſe large |  godli 
= 


incerprets every glance as als; 
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even, and * great delights taken 


up amongſt the beſt and choi- 
ceſt Chriſtians. Hce himſelfe 
flill growep berter, and others 
by him. 

| 5 In reſpe& of conſolation : 
the declining ſunne creates the 
longer and darker ſhadowes, 
and the decaying Chriltian 
drings on himlſelte either the! 
harper terrors,or deeper griefs,! 
the ficke bed is full of paines ;| 
neither his owne ſpirit, nor 
Gods Spirit ſpeake, peace ances] 
him. He who of bad begins to 
de good, may bave much tran- 
quility;but he who of good be- 
comes lefle good, cyer becomes 
more undelightfull ro God,and 
noſt unquice with himſelfe. 

— The 
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 Ciriſts counſellto his 


The ſhip which goes out in 
low ebbes, fals foulef on the 
lands, ſo Chriſtians who ebbe 
in graces, ſhall alwaics flow 
with {orrowes. 

Burt it is otherwiſe with the 
ſtrengchened Chriſtian , for 
riſing graces breed ſtro 
comforts and longer, there ii 
nor onely no troubling acculz. 
tion, puta molt ſurpaſſing a: 
cuſation in conſcience; he hath! 
a better heart, and ſhall there. 
fore finde a gmore quict ſpirit, 
for conſcience ſpeakes peace 1 
anſwerable to our being mort” 
good, and doing ot ir. Alas,chat 
thou ſhouldeſt 1till walke like a 
Bemmi, a childe of ſorrow; 
whereas the other ChriſtimY}- 


lives 
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i lives lives like a Barnabas, a lonne of 
be conſolation, | 
6 In reſpect of affliQtion : 


—_ 


y 
croſſes, and (of himſelfe) leſle 
niſedome and ſtrength co bear 
them ; becauſe hee is growne 
worſe, thercforc his afflictions 
acincreaſed, and becaule his 
Yabilicies arc ſunke,thercfofe the 
Rifflitions cruſh and prick him 
. much the more. 
Sampſon who could cafily 
Foreake thorow many cords, 
and barres, yerwhen weaken- 
ed, a few Þ hiliſtincs were roo 
| bard for him. 


| Hecannot beſo patient, nor 
yet 


2 
", 


| Chrifts counſell tohis 


yer ſo confident, nor yet ſo dili- 
gentina ſuffering condition. 
His weakened graces can 
ncither adminiſter ſtrength,nor 
yet ſubdue thoſe workings of 
impatience, ſo that he is altnoſe 
 ſunke and {plic with calamitics, 
his decayed ſhip can ſcarſe abide 
any foulc ws pr | 
Bur when perſonall ſickneſ 
les cagne, and che apprehenſion 
of death (at which times his 
conlcience is thoroughly wa- 
kened) ah how bitter, how ter 
rible are thethoughes and dil | 
putcs of his heartat ſuch arime, 
much like thoſe of him who 
apprehends his condition not 
ro begood, 
Oh how the pulſes of hig 
diſcurbing| 
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diſlurbing 7 and diſturbed con(ci- 


[ence worke ? what reflexions' 
'on his former woaies ? what | 
compariſon of his former floy- | 
riſhings, with preſent decay. 
ings ? what feares of approchs| 
ing before the Lord ? what 
{mart ſentences on him Ife, 
what ſudden and vebemene| 
exclamations? Oh Lord ! | (faith| 
he) I would not yet dye, I am | 
fallen much from my God : | 
Lord,ſparemea little, that] may 
recover my ſtrength (my decay- 
ed ſtrength) 'before 1 go hence, | 
and ſhall be no more ſeene. | 
| Iris not fo with the ſtreng-. 
thened Chriſtian, but as in | 
active duties, hee 1s more for. 
ward, {oin pallive duties he 15 
| more | 
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more ſufficient; in lofles,in crof- 
ſes, yea in death it ſelfe hee is 
more ſubmiſſive and confident, 
he can (with 1b) be as willin 
to receive evill at the hand of| 
God as good, and doth nor only! 
rejoyce in his favours, but in his| 
ſtrokes, and is as ready rogoto| 
his father, as to ſerve God his 
good maſter. | 
7 In reſpect of Gods mand 
fſltion, the Lord 1s P; leaſed! 
diverlly to manifeſt himſelfe to| 
his people, ſometimes in admi- 
rable motions and (uggeſtions| 


Jo — 


| quick excitations of their ſpirits, 


of his ſpirit, ſometimes in more 


ſometimes in hngular conhr. 
mation of them with aſlitances 


for extraordinary works;lome- 
times 
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times by ſecret impreſſions of 
his favour and love upon their | 
conſciences, which doth revive | 
theic hearts as wine, and latishe | 
their ſoules as wich marrow, fo} 
[David ſpeakes, Þ/al. 63. But| 
now the weakened Chriſtian, | 
hedarkens this heaven over his 
bead, he hath not that comfor. 
[table fight of God, that aſſu- 
rance of his favour, that joy of 
the holy Ghoſt, Dav'd loſt the 
joy of the ſpirit, and the voyce 
of gladneſle; the arme of God is| 7/al. 51, 
not ſo revealed in him for doing | 
of good, nor the face of God lo | 
open unto him at all. 

Whereas the ſtr:ngthened | 
Chriſtian findes it otherwile, 
he hath a better heart, and a 

| Nr, 


— 


| 


'S brifts counſel [to his | 


fairer day; his communion is 
{vvect with the Lord; hee (till 
| [eeks the Lord, and often findes 


him , enjoyes him in his power, 


| 
| 


and enjoyes himin his gratioul- 


neſſe; the Lord meets him that 
worketh rightcouſneſle , and 


remembers him who remem-; 
| bers the Lo. 4 in their waies. 
Now thinke on theſe things 


(O thou fallen and decayed 


Chriſtian) and reſt not in thy 
 vveakeneſle, but recover and 


{tre agthen thy ſpirituals againe 
Three things I will Jet fall, 
which perhaps may fetch and 


| quicken thee againe, 


1 Though thou art far ſunk 
yet thou maieſt be raiſed again. 


Lord 


| | 


2 If thou doeſt rife again, the h 
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[Lord will gracioully pardon thy 
decaies. 
| 3 If jthou wilt ſet upon 
'the ſtrengrhening worke, the 
(Lord will worke in thee ſuſfici- 
ent ſtrength. 
E 0 Thou maieſt be raiſed and 
ſtrengthened againe, and that 
$ may appeare thus unto thee. 

1 Repentance is poſlible for 
jany finnes which are commit. 
ted, and if renewed repentance 


'gaineis poſlible, for as much as 
our recovery ag ain conliſts very 
much in a renewed repentance. 
| 2 Yeaand we have cxamples 
$0 weakened Chriſtians ftreng. 
nf cthened againe, as we know in 
David, exceedingly wounded, 


be poſlible, then a recovery a-| 


| I 3 but! 


117 | 
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| 
S 
(bur yer recovered, and Peter 
£ 


( briſts counſelltohis | 
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grievoully falling, but graci- 
oully riſing againe. | 
2 If thou doeſt ſtrengthen thy 
condition, the Lord will merci-! 
fully pardon thy former decay- | 
ings : I confeſle that there nay; 
be ſore grounds of feare to in-| 
tangle and depreſle the ſpirit of| 
a decaid Chriſtian, for his fins. 
(by which he hath decayed) 
| may perhaps be hainous for the 
| [Linde and alſo high for the cir- 
\cumlſtances, being againſt 
know ledg againlt the workings 
| of conſcience, againſt the work- 


ings of his graces, againſt the! 
tender love of God 1a Chrilt, 
'ſhevwved ro him more then to 


 {anorher, lo that his heart may 
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| will, either for the matter of 
| 
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the Lord will ever looke upon 


into favour. Burthis 1 ſay, that 
be thy decayings what they 


them, or cauſes of them, or cir- 
cumſrances of th:mm; it thou 


— 


him more, and accept of him 


doclt rite againe by a renewed 
repentance, "| affuretheethat the 


Lord will pardon thee, and ac- 
cept of thee in Chriſt; looke, on! 
the Lord pardons all the Gnnes | 
of thy unconverted condition | 
uponthy initiall repentance, ſo| 
he will pardon all the {tnnes of 
thy converted condition, upon | 


renewed _m_ and there. | 


fore hee cals upon backſliding | 


and declining people to returne, 
unto him, and promileth both | 


L 4 to 


| 
— 
; 
| 
' 


. 
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27. 14-|ro heale them, He. 14. 4. a.wll to 
” | love them freely (7614.) whichis 
as much as to pardon them, bur 
lcethe pardon expreſly, Micah. 7. 
$. Who is a God (ike unto thee that 
N 6 doneth miguity, and paſeeth by 
| the tranſcre 5100 of the remnant of. 
| Þis beri:ave, Dc, | 
3 If thou wilt ſer upon the! 
ſtrengthening work, the Lord| 
| Will worke in thee (ufhcient 
| trenoch for the worke. T here 
is a difference berwixt a man in| 
his conyerſ1on. there indeed he 

I 
{1s without all ſtrength, hee can 
| doe nothing; and the Chriſtian 
in his reſtauration, there is now| 
ſome living abiliry in him, 
which can yet doe alittle, 20a 
lictle, ſtrive a little, at leaſt in be- 
Wailings, 
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wailings and deſires. Now it | 
thou doeſt in any fincere deante | 
ſet upon the right and full 
meanes of thy recovery, the 
Lord God will come in with | 
his owne ſtrength. Hee will 
ſtrengrhen what hee hath 
wrought in thee,and will work 
che will and the deed i in thec, his 
own works in thee. 

* But then you will reply, what | 06jef? 
'meanes may a decayed Chriſtian uſe 
torecover and ſtrengthen himſe Ife 
agdine ? | 

[ conjecture that the beſt, Sol. 
courle is this. 

1 A ſerious conſideration of Seaven 
their condition; this is the coun- —_ 
ſell which Chrift gave to the | 
Church of Epbeſus (decaying in | 
her | 
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her firſt love) Remember fu 
whence th.u art fallen; (erioully 
conſider, take to heart, perule 
and judge over thy eſtate, what 
ic was formerly, what it is 
now; what ſtrength then,what 
weaknes now, how muchglory 
God had theo, what diſhonour 
God hath now; what good 
thou diddeſt then, what evill 
thou doeſt now; what peace in 
conſcience then, what wound.- 
ings in conſcience now; what! 
eſtimation among the 'Saints| 
then, vwhat ſtrengrhening of the 
hands, and opening of the! 
mouthes of the wvicked now ? | 
| And this is an excellent 
 meanes to worke upon thy (pi- 


ric, or rather to worke of thy 
ſpirit; 
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(picir David conſidered his 
waycs, and turned his feet = 
Gods teltimonies. 

2 Adcep humiliation which 
will follow upon this; thou 
[muſt breake through all buſi- 
neſles, and plealures, and im- 
pediments, and retire thy felfe 
in a more lolemne manner, 
(more then once or twice) and 


ſerthy ſelfe before the Lord,and 
fall dowvn before his tootſtoole 
with ſhame and contuſion of 
Face, with bitter weepings and 
lamentations,with [ound judg- 
ings and condemnations of 
[thy ſelfe. 

' Ah, how thou ſhouldelt ex- 
quiſirely afflict thy foule, that 


wa ſhouldeſt be ſo mad and 


vile, 


zz | 


P/al. [ | 
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vide to loſe a God, to loſe any 
thingof the graces of aGod ,for 
2 finnes ſake,or a worlds ſake. 

| That the Lord ſhould ſhew') 
thee more love then another, 
andintruſt thee wich grace (che| 
leaſt dram whereof is more pre- | 

tiousthenall the world )and yet! 
thou ſhouldeſt decline from the 
Lord, not anſwer this truſt, not 
uſe thoſe talents which have 
| yeelded ſo much profit and] 
comfort, being improved, but] 
| decay in them, "and fall bchinde! 
hand, yea even under mighty 
meanes of ſtrength alwaies con- 
tinued unto thee, and thee 
things ſhould cut and grieve, 
and affli&, and humble thy ſoul 
exceedingly. 
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| \A ſolid reſolution : thou 
muſt with full purpoſe of heart 
reſolve not to reſt in thy decay- | 
ed condition, but to ſhake off 
all the cauſes and occahons of 
| [thy decayings. 

| It any wickednefle hath got! 
into thy heart, thou mult pur ir 
farre away from thy taberna- 
(cles, and if the morſels have! 
|beene ſweer, thou mult caſt} 
them out with g godly ſorrow as} 
bitter as call and wormwood. | 
If carelelneſſe and Nlothful-! 
[nelſe of ipirit hath cauſed thy| 
 decayings, thou muſt (with the 
Church inthe Canticles)Itard no! 
longer upon, hovw (Hall I riſe 
\and put on my coat ? but riſe} 
thou mult, and get out of thy 

| loth- 
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Nlochfull bed, and thruſt from 
thee a neglecting and negligent] 
diſpoſition. | 


Or it the world hath cauſed 
thy decayings, either in the pro- 
firs of it and gaine, or in the ho 


nours of it and relpects,or in the 
friendſhip of ic and acquain- 
cance, thou muſt reſolve to bid 
them all farewell. Think on it 
O Chriſtian, what gets he for Yn 


profit, who loſeth in his graces, 
or for honour, who abaſeth| 
himſelfe in his graces, or for 
love, who loſerh himſelfe inthe 
favour of his God ? Ah poore 
ſoule, thou mayeſt curſe the day 
that ever thou knevveſt what 
did belong tothy drudgings in| I» 
the world, and unto thy great 


-— — 


friends 
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friends in the world, and thy 


Bfocicry with ſuch and ſuch per- 


ſons: at firſt thou didit converſe 
with them with a regretting 
Wiric, chen with a filenc ſpirit, 
_ with an yeelding ſpirit, 
many, many a day halt thou 
. Fcome home with conſcience 
d Yaccuſing and ſmiting of thee, 
unto which hadſt thou heark- 
Encd,thou hadſt been much pre- 
ſerved : well, well, if ever thou 


wouldeſt recover thy ſpiricuall| 


ſtrength, thou mult perempto- 
ily reſolve on it ro ſever from: 
wicked ſociety, berrer farre to 
be a poore man, and a rich 
Chriſtian, then ro thrive any 
way, and bce decaying in 


| Fgrace. 
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| Chriſts counſell to his © 
- —|— 4 An active reformation : 
| Remember (ſaid Chriſt) fron 
| fo anne thou art fallen, and doe thy 
firſt workes: ſo ſay 1 now,goe to 
thy old workes againe, betra 
ding tor thy ſoule, "(et up prayer 
againe, and reading againe,and 
hearing againe, and holy medi 
ration and conterence againe, 
and folemne humiliations + 
 gaine, ſtir up thoſe coales and 
| cinders of grace;thereis lifey 
'inthee, oh a& thy life, faith 
can doe ſomething for the 
though it cannot Iee comforli 
for thee, yet itcan ſee helpe an 
| ſtrength tor thee; godly {orro 
| can mourna lictle.fet i it cowork 
| perhaps it may quickly riſeto 
| Houd upon particular ſurveye: 
and fo ſct repentance on work, 
yea 


—_—— 
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lyea, and all chy ſoul by minds 


thy judgement, thy memory, 


thy afkeQions ro worke in all 
the dutics of thy generall and | 


£ of TY 


: particular condition. | 
il 5 Ardent ſupplication, for 
4 itisthe Lord who mult ſhew' 
i} this power in thy weakenefle, 
+ Pſal.86. O turn imto me and harve 
nd mercy upon me, give thy ſtrength 
yer (#870 thy ſerrvant : Beleech Im 

th co pitry thee, beſcech him to | 


ſuccour and helpe thee, to be 
thy ſtrength and thy Gleaion | 
to beat dowvne and weaker, the | 
lnnes which bave ſo much 
weakened thee, to crucifie thy | 
heart to the world, which hath | 
lo much crucified thy heart | 
unto thy God. To breath upon | 
— thy | 


© 3 3 
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' E/ay 40. |to the faint, and to them that! 


28. 


| the ends of the earth, who fain-! 


| ay 


C Chriſts counſel! tobis 
thy peg as he: did upon the 


dry bones, to ſtirre up and res) 
vive them by his Almighty (pi-| 

rit, to put his hand of power, 

upon thy hand of weakeneſſe, 

as the Prophet did upon the 
| Kings, &c. 

Yea, and never give him 6. 
ver till chen, chat though thou 
| haſt beene a backſliding childe,' 

yer hee is a gracious Father;| 
| [though thou haſt been unfruit- | 
full, yet hee is faithful], though! 
[hou arr weakened, yet heis the 
everlaſting God, the Creator ot 


—— 


tech nor, who can give power 


'haveno might, he can increaſe: 


| | ſtreygth. 


, 
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| Yea and that yet there is 
ſomething of his owvne in thee, 
[though very lictle, yet ſome- 
'thing;and that holinefle which 
= did once1mplant by a migh- 

hand, he is now as able to re- 
wo and ſtrengthen ir by his 
Almighty power. 


_ 


6- Carefull application - now 
/goc ro the healing and ſtreng-| 
thening waters 3 thou haſt| 
knownethe waics of God, and 
bis goings in the Candies ry, 
how he hath wrought von- 
'ders forthe dead, many a Cre- 
ple hathigot firengrh there, ahd 
\manyadiſconſolate ſoule hath 
found 'comforrt there; in his 
word and in his Sacrament, 
there hath his arme heenete- 


EI 


K — JANE vealed, 


es 


E briſts counſell to bis | 
vealed; Darvid grew (by his 


great ſinnings) into great lan- 
| guilhings ; but the Lord ſent 
Nathan the Prophet unto him, 
and his Fachfull dealing Was 4 
meanes of his happy renewing, 
What we pull downe by heark- 
ning tothe voyce of ſinne, that 
may be builr up againe by 
| hearkening ro the voyce of 
Gods ſpirit. But then this muſt 
thou doe, if ever thou wouldeſt 
be ſtrengthened, -wix, 

Strive for a plain and pliable 
heart which may yceld ſubjc- 
tion to whatſoever law ot 
courſe the Lord ſhal dire thee 
4: the | unto by his word; if the word 
lemerin ' offer thee a reſtoring plaiſter, 
'rews* burthou wile not apply it, and 
preſcribe 


m—— 
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preſcribe unto thee ſtrengrhen- 
ing methods, but thou wilt nor 
follow them, now thy hearr 
may grow more hardened, but 
thy graces will never be ſtreng. 
thened. 

| Bur this doe, ſtrive to yeeld 
up thy ſoulein an humble ſub- 
jection ro the heavenly ordi- 
[nances, that if they fay forbeare, 
thy heart anſwers I will for- 
beare; if they ſay doe, thy heart 
anſwers, I defire ro doe thy 
will. Cooperate with the word 


© |[received, when it hath gor into 
' |chy ſoule, and ſtirred thee in 
4| | any kinde, when thou percci- 
'velt any healing verrue gone 
from Chriſt by it unto thee; oh 
bleſſe rhe Lord, and get home, 
K 3 worke 


—— 


2 | _ CHyeny! | 
| work ic againe upon thy {oule|}| 
| by holy mcditation,yca.and yea} 
 againe by holy petition. | 
Thou mult even doc in this 
kinde, as Benhadads ſcrvants\ff/ 
did in another, they watched: 
the words which fell from the 
King of Jrael, and improved! | 
them, ſo muſt thou watch! 
what-motions the Lord put; 
into thy heart in private, and} 
cheriſh chem, watch what im-| 
 preſſ1ons the*Lord makes upon! 
| thy ſpirit by his word, and not 
| onely excite thy heart! to em- 
| brace them,, bur work them 
otten and often upon thy con- 
(cience, ,and this isthe way to 
| make thy weake ſparke to 
grow uato a fame, 
| a 7 And 


—_——— INS — ——_ _ 
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7 And laſtly, there mult bee | 
lively conſociation by a natu- 
rall inſtin&, the weaker things 
doc cling and windc up them- 
{elves by the ſtronger, as the 


— 


—_— 
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it's | . 

ad weako Ivic upon the ftrong 
het /Oake : ſo thou nault inwardly 
od and affcctiona! ily joyne thy 


[lelte with ſtrong and lively 
Chriſtians, who $kill the waics 
of grace, and wajke in them, 


'who are. good, and know hovy 
'f [to doe good, who have hearts | 
to pitty thee, heads to direct 
thee, and armes to bearc thee | 
U 
Thoy maielt exccedingly be 
repaired by their heavenly wilc- | 
'dome in counſelling of thee, 
and kept in by their ecnder 
K 4 


———— 


watchings 
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watchings over thee, and put 
tourward by their daily cxhorta- 
tions of thee, and refreſhed by 
their ſcaſonable comfortings 
of thee, and led on by their 
ſtrict and lively.cxamples, yea 
even ſtirred up by the obſerya. 
tion of thoſe bleſſed cxperien- 
ces which thou perceiveſt in 
chem, through a carefull com- 
munion with God, as alſo 
much aſhiſted by the ſucceſle of 
their prayers for thy particular 
condition. | 
Thirdly, the manner. 

| Now be pleaſed to heare a 
little for the manner, how yee 
arc to ſet upon this ſtrengrhen- 
ing work,and then I have done 


with this propoſition. : 
| 


-_ 
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| Ifthou findeſt thy ſelteto be | 
'a weakened Chriſtian, then | 
ſer upon thy ſtrengthening ? 
[worke. 

| Preſcnrly : Initia or FOrees | 
cavenda, (ay the Phyſitians,and 
therefore their rule is,principuis 
lobſia, Fc, we ſhould ſer upon 
diſeaſes, as ſoone as diſcaſes ſet 
upon us, not trifle away the 
methods of recovery: three 
things muſt be lookt into in 
time, tides, ſeaſons, diſcales. 

If wee preſcntly oppole our 
decayings, 
| Firſt, we (hall prevent the 
(deadlineſſe of diſeaſes ; hadſt 
thou oppoſed thy negligent, 
carelefle ſpirir at the firſt, thou 
'hadſt not now been bleeding 


| under | 


E——— 
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———— 


| under {ſo many Wounds, thou | 
hadſt not ſtepped downe from} 
one {1nne to another,thou bad{t'Þl: 
not gone ſo d.ſperately from] 
the Lord. | 
Therefore watch thy hear; 
and oftcn cxamine it, weekly, 
nay, daily; thy languiſhiogs ar} 
by this manner ſooner cſpicd, 
and ſooner ſ[taicd. 
Secondly,our ſtrengthening 
will hereby become more calle, 
itis calierto fetch a man from 
the brink, then from the depth 
of thechannell, and for a Phy 
{tian to curea diltemper, then 
to heale a diſcalc. 
| There is uſually in the ficl 
impairings, lefſe corruption, 
and more ſtrength of grace to 


_ oppole 
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ou oppoſe itand ſubduc it; 'Beleeve 
»*M'F'ic, long decayings arethe more! 
'uacomforrable and more difh- 
{cult for recovery : Therefore if 
| thou falleſt ſuddenly,riſc quick- 
ly;remember one thing, iris a 
very dangerous thing to ſuffer 
| [the {oule to habizuace it (clfero 
decayings , all - cuſtomes are 
(hardly broken. 
2 Voluntarily; it is truc, that 
though thou decaicſt morcand 
\more, yer the Lo1d may awa- 
ken thee at length and recover 
thee, bur doe not put the Lord 
o ic, ' The Phylitian may per- 
haps bealc a deeply layguilhing 
patient, but it will coſtthe patr- | 
ent dearly and bicterly. Taab got| 
lictle by nor comming tosM6-! 
| © ſalon, 


OT  —————_ — —  — -— - 2 oe 


— 


140 | Chriſtscounſell tohis 
| [alom;for he at length fercht hin p 


by ſerting his corac on fire, if 
thou wilt nor come in of thy 
owne accord, but ſtand ir our, | 


[ rell thee the Lord will fetch 


theein indeed, but he will ſend 


| 


| a whirlewinde after thee, as to 
 E/yab, ora tempelt after thee, as 
to Jonah, he will {end flames in-' 
to thy conſcience, if thou wilt 
needs put him upon compul- 
ſory waies, 

Nay, but rather peruſe thy 
decayings thy ſelfe, and arraign 
thy ſelfe and judge thy felfe,and 
| afflid thy ſelfe, and hye theeto 
| make thy. peace, and to recover 
flrength; ir argues the better 
heart to fall unwillingly ; but 
willingly to riſe, hereby peace 


1s 
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is ſooner made, and ſtrength} 


ſooner reltored. 

3 Prudencly, when a tree is 
withering, you nced not poure 
buckets onevery branch, if you 
water the roots, it is as if you 
watered all. There is an holy 
part 1n recovering our graces 
againe, if you can recover the 
roots, you have hit the way to 
renew all. Now there aretwo 
radicall graces (as it were) if 
they be ſtrengrhened,all the reſt 
will come to be {trengrhened, 
MIR. 

1 Faith, this is a root grace, 
and this is a ſtrengthening 
grace, it is of ſingular power 
with God, and with Chriſt,and 
m—— of God : It is that 


grace 


————— 
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( hriſts counſel ro his I 
grace which laies hold on, and' 
applics all our ſtrengthening 
helpes, ſorhat ir deales art the 
ſprings of ſtrength, and brings 
away ſtrength trom them. | 
But this is not all, faith is no 
ſooner {trengthened to lay hold 
on our ſtrength, but (like thoſe: 
common officials in nature, the 
{tomack, liver;hearr,and brain); 
irimparts this vigour to all the 
new man: every = gets 
when faith gers, the more a 
man can belecye, the more will 
that man grieve for ſinne, the 
more will he feare ro finne, the 
more will hec hare ſinne, the 
more will hce repent of ſzine, 
the more carefull will het be to 
walke before God, the more 
render'}}. 


-- 
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Itender and conſcientious will 
hee grow in duties, the more a- 
'ble unto praicr and the ordi- 
'nances, and the more ſucceſſe- 
full underthem. 


nol] Therefore deale prudently 
1d for thy Rtrengthening.when an 
le houſe is declining, we doe not 
he | meddle with every rafter and 
n)  picce of wood; no, bur wee 


ſtrengthen the pillers and foun- 
dation; faith is the piller (asir 
were) of our graces;!trengthen 
itto more apprehenſion, appli- 
cation, to more ſubmiſhon to 
thewil of God;to more afhance, 
to more dependance on God 


and faith, will both findeour 
thy ſtrength, and-impartit. 7 


can 


| 


through the bloud of Chriſt, 


+3 


Simile. 


OY —_— 


TH 
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can doe all. things throuzh Chrillfi 
that ſtrengthens me. |c 
2 Love, this is another radi. 
call grace, not that it brings 
forth other graces for their ha 
bits, bur onely that iteggeth on 
other graces to their acts arid 
operations, for as holy love is | 
moſt active qualicy in it ſclfe, 
| 
| 
| 


ſoit doth make the Chriſtian 
be molt active; it is a doing! 
thing, and makes the perſonto 
be doing. 

More fully thus. 

i There 1s aQtivits flowing 
from love; grace ſhall never be 
idle; where the love of God is 
ſtrong, the love of Chriſt cor 
ſtraines me, ſaith Saint Pawl, 
itis like the yerruous woman 


1n' 
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inthe laſt of the Proverbs, who 
[did ſet all her handmaids to 


employment, for love will inde 
ng: duty enough, for itis never quiet 


271 


ha-Y/but in doing the will of God. 
 onlfl| 2 There is diligence : It will 
arid not ſet graces to a naked work, 
is:Fout co a diligent worke, even | 
fe {carefully and diligently ro ex, 
1toſflpreſſe their acts, to take all the| 
ing ſeaſons of holy actings, ſtrictly | 
\rolfſſto oppoſe and reliſt corrupri- 
ons, neatly to fer out duties, ſo 
4 God may have molt glory. 

ng/l 3 There is delightfulneſle, ic 
be] makes our communion with 
is| 60d, pleaſant, and the works of 
n-| Fiery caſte roche (oule : and the 
ul] Fmore delightfull and cafic any 
an| Wits are, the more frequent they 
| grow; 


— = 
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grow; David loving of the 
Lord, was glad when they ſaid, 
let us goe unto the houle of the 
Lord, and he had a delire even 
to dwell and reſt there, as the 
birds did, Pal. 84. 

Now put all chis together, 
and you ſhall ſee thar if love be 
ſtrengthened, all our ſpiritualF| 
eſtate will be ſtrengthened, far 
it makes our graces to be actin} 
and doing, to be carefull and 
exact in doing, to be delightfullF 
and checrefull in doing good 
and in communion with God, 
and all theſe are admirable 
meanes to raile and ſtrengthen 
graces. 

Foraſmuch as the more anyiſ 
D_ doth, the more 
mv 


—_— 
—_ —_— —_ 
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may, by uſing his ſpiriruall 
trengeh, he alvoaics increaſeth | 
it, and allo wit. 

'All know, that diligence in 
acting isa thrifry courle; the dj. 
ligent hand makes rich, (ait': Sa- 
lomon, lo the diligent Chriſtian | 
is the gaining Chriſtian; and | 
'thar delightfull frequency of 
ating, it 1s like the twiſting of| aw 
2 cord, which comes cl reby tO | 
de the ſtroager : No Chriſtian 

is ſoablein the habits of grace, | 
25 hee who is conſcientiouſly | 
frequent in the praCtiſe or exer- | 
ciſe of grace. 

4 Seriouſly and in good ear- 
neſt, and nor ſlighcly and faint-| 
ly. the recovery of a fait | oule | 
will never be effected by faint 
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workings : gentle phylicke is 
improper for tough diſeaſes'you! 
did fall into your decayed eſtate 
by remiſſive operations or aCt- 
ings, and thinke you that what 
was not able to keep up your 
graces from ſinking, can now. 
quicken and raiſe them, being 


0: eatly lunke, | 
\ If my hands cannot keep 2 
ſwounag perion from falling 
ro the ground, can they lifr him 
up being fal'en? whereas every 
heavy body, the farther it de- 
{cendeth, the heavier it is. 


No,no,Chriſtian thou decei- 
veſt rhy (clfe, to thinke chat aN 
| few complaints, or a few | 
 lighes, or a few teares,or a pray-ſl, 
er (once in aquarter of a yecre) 
| more 


"Ys 
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more earneltly piclicd , will 
ſerye the turne. 

I tell thee that thy wounds 
are deepe, and thy diſeaſes are 
ſtrong, thou art dec; ply revolted 
from the Lord, the very founda- 
tions are ſhaken and battered 
within thy (oule. 

| Whatcalkeſt chouof putting a 
loft cloth over thy ſtinking and 
feltred wounds of ſinfull COr- 
ruption;thou oughteſt to ſearch 
deeply, and to cur oft the dead 
"© fcſh, left che whole be gangre- 
ned. 


Take my adviſe, even breake 
\up the fallow ground, I :neane 
thy hollow heart, ſearch and| 
try it to the utmoſt, not by 
flighe, but by dcep and full hu- 

; "te 3 milia' 1025 
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| miliations and ſupplications, 
| make thy peace, not by com- 
| mon, bur by extraordinary per- 
formances ſeeke to renue thy 
(clte. 

Thy fals have becnegreat, and 
therefore thy worke muſt noe! 
be ſlight; great ſinnings require 
grand forrowings, and low fal. 
lings, the more induſtry for 
higher riſings; therefore a thy 
ſtrengthening part with all thy! 
| ſtrength, and as it were for thy! 
| very lite; remember that David 
| was in faſting, and Peter in bit- 
'terteares for their falling, and ſo 
they role againe. | 


5 Throughly and to ſome 


— — 
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purpole; doe not begin a ſtreng- 


chening worke, and then either | 


= upon 
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lupon the motions of a laſie 
heart, or a fearetull heart, or an | 
unbeleeving heart, be diſcoura- 
'ged, and defiſt: this incontancy 
[would keepe thee in an everla- 
Ring infirmity, juſt as it a Pati- 
ent ſhould follow the prelcrip- 
tion of the Phyſitian for a day or 
[two, but nd handing 
[that to be ſomewhat pairc/ull 
and troubleſome, hee wiil bee 
bound no longer, but then hee 
fals ill againe. So if thou et up- 
onthe waies of ſtreng:;hening, 
and a While thou wilt keepe 
doſe to praying and heaing, 
and humbling, and 1ctorming, 
but perceiving the workes to be | 
painefull and offenſive to thy 


corrupt heart, and coo ſtri& to 


| 


L4 thy 


Simle. 
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thy licentious heart,or the fruks 
ot them to be hopelefle to thy 


unbeleeving heart, (1 carinot 
hold our, all is in vaine, or to 
little purpoſe) I tell thee that 
thou doeſt bur play the foole 
pu_ thy ſoule, ſet it forward 
and backward; this were to 
eviſt and untwiſi P enelopet 
threed; thou never wile get any 
thing by an inconſtant and 
weary [pirit. 

Bur this muſt thou doe, it 
thou wouldeſt recover thy 
ſtrength indeed, thou muſt ne. 


yer admit of interruptions, thou 
muſt never break oft thy renew- 
ing worke, till thou haſt got to 
thy former ſtation in grace a- 


gaine. 


The 


© —— 
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The worke muſt bee a daily 
worke, aconſtant going on in 
mourning, praying,&c. till thou 
haſt got thy cender conſcience 
againe, tillchou haſt gotten thy 
broken heart againe, till chou 
halt got thy more willingly and 
cheerefully obedient heart a- 
gaine, till thou haſt recovered 
thy firſt love; and canſt doe thy 


firſt works againe. 

It is true, thou [halt meet with 
\Wany 121: ptations from Satan, with 
\many contrary ſuggeſtions from 
thine owne ſpirit, and with many 
diſconragements from the world, 
and it is true alſo that t:y doings 


may not at every time equall or be 


\pbyſicke 4s one time 10 worke better 
| _ then 


| like £9 it ſelfe;thou mayeſt feele thy | 


0bjefs, 
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ip 


Sol. 


tain frequent communion 


DD — 
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then at another, ſometimes thou 
mazeſt doe thy ſtrengthening wot ke 
with more ſtrength, ſometimes with 
lefte; ſametimes with more liberty of 
ſpirit, ſametimes with leſie, ſome-' 
times with more comfort, ſometime 
With lefde. 

Yer let nothing diſcourage 
thee, or take off thy ſpirit from 
the worke, but follow on to 
_— the Lord and his 
ſtrengy inſt all temptati- 
ons, = all San ws 

ainſt all diſcouragements, a- 

=_ all thine ovwvne feares and 

lings, and inequality of pe 
rations, yer give not over; 


Keepupthy ſervices till, re 


God ſtill, be begging ſtill for the 


ſtrengrh 
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ſtrength of Ieſus Chriſt to raiſe 
thee, heare ſtill, uſe che preſcrip- 
tions till health comes, thou art 
in the way, and muſt not reſt 
tillthou haſt obcained. 

If thou breakelt off before 
thou haſt regained thy ſtrength, 
[thou wile fall backe againe, and 
alſo loſe all thy new endeavours 
for thy recovery in grace. 

Thus much for the ſecond 
propoſition, | proceed nov to 
the third, of which Ican but 
givea touch, leſt I be bindred in 
the proſecution of the matter 
inthe next verſe. 


| I harve not found thy works per- 


fe, We. 
| Thatthe eftate though viſi-| 74-45. 


bly faire rothe eyes of men, yet 


| * 
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it may be really imperfect in the 
eyes of God. Amonglt the 
Churches, Sardis had a name 
that itlived, bur with God it 
had not that name and eſtima- 
tion. 

Wee Chriſtians have the 
judgement of charity, but God 
hath the judgement of infallibi. 
liry: we looke onely on the sKkin 
and ſurface of ations, but God 
looks into the hearts a" [pirits 
of perſons: wee judge of the 
heart by the aftions, but God 
judgeth of our eſtates by the 
heart, | 

Now the outward acts (up-| 
on ſeverall arguments, and for} 
ſeverall ends and inducements, 
| may be extreamely different 
from 
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from the invvard habit and dil- 
Kon. Perlons for their cre- 
dirs ſake, and for their peculiar | 
advantages, may draw out acts | 
naturally good, when yet their 
ſpirits ſtand not right, either for 
principles or ends of thole as: 
ſothat norwithſtanding al their 
profeſſion, their eſtate may bee! 
imperte&t before God : partly, 
For the frame and conſtituti- 
on of ſoule, 
For the vigour and fulneſle of 
acting, 


For the ſcope and intentions 


in performing, 
|- For che mixtures in matters 
of faith or converſation. 

But I cannot now inlarge in 
ia lingular afteCtiqn. 


ow EE 


Onely' 


V/e1, 


all, rolooke unto our (| pirituals, 
as they abide in, and low from 
our hearts and ſoulcs, u 
which principally the ya 
lookes: he ſearcheth the | heans) 
and reynes, and approveth the 
aQtings of the heart, more then 
of the hand, and therefore wee 
reade, that be had firlc reſpeR; 
unto Abel, and then unto his of-/ 
tering. 

2 Toſtudy Gods approbati- 
on morethan mans, itisnot ſuf. 
ficientnor ſafe, that cither wee 
alone judge our eſtates to bee 
good, or that men judgethem 
to be ſo, unleſle the Lord findes; 
them to be ſo: every Chriſtian 
p that as God judgerth him * 


——C 
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Onely it may teach us aboye' 
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ef |bc, and he ſtands or fals accor- 


T |\mcac of the al-{ecing, and al- 
| knowing God. And ſo I rake 
Þ [leave ofthar verlc, and proceed 
'F 'tothe next. 

| Remember therefore bow thew 


nl |baſt received, and beard, and hold 


I aft, and repent. 

{| In theſe words you have the 
other branches of the ſpirirs 
(peciall direQtions to the 
Church of Sardis, which arc 
three, vix. 

| xn Remembrance,(remember 
therefore how thou halt received 
J and beard,) 

2 Perliſtence, (4nd bold faſt, 
3 Renewed repentance, (and 


repent.) 


ding to this righteous judge- 


Briefly 


| 159 


'Revel.;, 


| 3 


| 


| Three 
branches. 
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Bricfly to open the words. 
Remember) ſometimes t 
word is taken for the act of 


particular faculty of the ratio- 
nall ſoule,which is called by rhe 
Philoſophers, Reminiſcentia,and 
thenitis the caliing backe of 
thing, or - object former 
knowne and laid up in the m 
mory. 

Sometimes it is taken fe A 
the ad of (crious confideration}} 
young to the judicious 
faculty of the ſoule, wherein 
apprehended truths are wellffy, 
weighed,throughly chought onfl,, 
or conſidered of, in both reff(. 
{pe&tsI conjecture, it may bee 
taken in this place RY 
How) ſome reade that wordy|,,, 

rathe 


a a> co” p_— a—— . . — 
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" [rather thus, =i« what, reniem- 
ber .4. call ro minde and confi- 
WE! der what thou haſt received 
13 and heard, as if it were a word 
%-F declaring the matter, but rather 
nd 
f 
d 


manner,and therefore it is well 
tranſlated, «, How, horing 
the manner how Chriſt raughr, | 
and preſcribed them atthe ny 
land alſo the manner how they 
[embraced thoſe holy rulcs of 
bisfor doctrine & converſation 
uh Thou haſt received and heard,) 
tbatis, aſſented unto, and ctu- 
braced thoſe truths and directi- 
ons of Chriſt, where is cxpreſ+ 
led: firſt, their ancient ſubjeti- 
on or embracing of the do- 
arine of Chrilt (recerved, ) 
d ſecondly , the meanes 
M or 


rd 
he 


lin this place it imports the] 
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Chriſts connſell to hi; 
or way thereof ,,vix.by hearin g, 
(end beard ) : 

I cannot poſhbly with an 
rofir inſiſt yo | & beans 
les out of theſe and the other 

words, conſidering that little 
part of time which remaines 
for meto worke amongſt you, 
only I wiil point at three fingy- 
lar propoſuions, vix, 

: That holy truths once re-| 
ceived, are ofren to be remem-| 
bred and thoughton, (Rewew- 
ber, Ge.) 

2 That acceptance of truths 
is not enough, but Chriſtians 
mult adde thereto a perſiſtence 
in truths, (ho!dfaft) 

3 That renewed repentance 
is required of Chriſtians,as well, 


45 
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XUM 


this will make us thankfull. 


as iniciall (audrepems.) 
You fee thart all theſe propoſi- 
tions naturally flow from the 
text,and are yery proper for us, 
and for the Lo we u 
which chey are handled, | begin 
with the firſt of them rrix. 
That holy truths once recci- 


ved; are often to be remembred | * 


and thought on. 

| There are three things 
which ſhould fall into a fre- 
(quent conſideration : 

| 1 Our former finnes, and 
this will keepe us bumble. 


2 Gods former mercics, and 


; Received truths, and this 


- make us ducifull and truit- | 
L. | 


{ 
M 2 The) 
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Do#X 


 langwiſhing Church, 163 


Pſal 1'9 
195 


| day. The Apoltles are frequent 


Fi briſt counſell tohis 


ne 


- The Iewes were to binde 


them as frontlers between their 
eyes, Dewt. 6. 8. to which Salo- 
mon alludes in Pro. 6. 2 1. binde 


themcontinugſly upon thy beart,and. 
tye them about thy necks, and Ec- 


.\clef. 12.11. theyare to be ar nals 


faſtened. Looke on David, and. 
this was his praQule, Fla. 119. 
| I will meditate in thy ſtatutes, 
there once, then reade verle 2; 
thy ſervaut did meditate in thy ſla- 
t1utes, there is the ſecond time, 
bur then reade veric 48. I will} 
meditate in thy Statutes, there is 
the third ruwe; what ſpeake 1} 
of once or twice, or thrice, ſec} 
him in verle 97. Oh hew | low 
#y law, it is my meditation dll tht} 


n 


m—_y 
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in their exhortations to this 
purpoſe, ro remember, to lay 
-| | |up, to kcepe in minde, not to 
e| | [forget che holy do@rines deli- 
{|} |vered by them, nay, and Chriſt 
preſſed the ſame allo upon 
themſelves upon many occaſt 
ons. But for che cleere opening 
| lof this propoſition, premile 
with me theſe particulars. 

|, 1 The frequent remembring 
'of former truths muſt be are- 
\membrance by way of ſabic- 
tion, and not by way of con- 
tradiction,ve muſt nac remem- 
ber them and queſtion them, 
much lefſe abuſc and pervert 
them,leaſt of all oppoſe and de- 
\{piſe them. 

2 The remembrance muſt 
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be ingenuous, and not preiudi- 
ciall; though we mult ſticke to, 
| yet not in the truths received 
ourformer remembrance,muft 
not contract a preſent or future 
neglet of any other cruths 
which God reyeale unto 
us, as when many remember 
the Sermons of dead men, and 
ſlight the diſcoveries of the 
living. | 
3 There is a threefold re- 

membranceof former truths, 
One is notionall, which is 
like the often looking into a 
glaſſe, or when a perſon be- 
holds truths as hee doth pi- 
_ gaze on them, and that 

is all, 

| Another is verball, when a 
 _ perſon 


———— 


z 
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ſon renues his acquaintance 
and complements with truch 
oncly:his memory onely loades 
his conguc, like a naked Aſtro- 
nomer who knowecs heaven, 
and can onely talke of ic. 

| A third is praQticall, when 
the remembrance is like a cloud 
deſcending on the plants, or like 
a fire felt as well as ſcanc, this 
'kinde of remembrance hath 
three degrees in it, for it is 
partly, 

| DireRtive, when truths re- 
membred are made a compalſle 
for us to layle by, or copics for 
us to write after, {till reaching 
and guiding ys how todraw 
the lines and letters of our con- 
'verſarion. 
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Aﬀective, when rruths re- 
membred are like the confe- 
rence of Chrilt (riſing from thei} 
dezd) burning and inflaming|ſ}\! 
of our hearts with moſt affe-'fſ/ 
Qionate love untothem. 

Efictive, when truths re- 
membred, arc truths obeyed, 
we often conſider former do. 
arines, and ſtill berter our pre- 
{cnt converſations. 

Afcer this practicall forme, 
are wee to remember received 
truths. 

4 There is 5 ; | 

1 A materiall remembrance, 
which is partly of the things 
themſelves, partly of the reve- 
lation of chem, partly of the 
manner and mecanecs of revea- 
ling chem. 
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| 2 Formall remembrance of | For the 
cruths reccived, which is rather 7s 
'of the manner how wee our "way. 
ſelves did reccive them; we arc 
e'ofren to chinke on truths recei- 
ved, not onely/as they ſtand in 

\propofition or revelation, bur 
allo how they ſtood with us 
when wee did reccive them for 
encrgy or operation: and thus 
conjecture we arc to remember 
truths received. 

2 With whateſtimarions and 
admirations wee did receive 
them; like thoſe people who 
have the Sunne bur halfe the 
yeere, they run afterir, and arc 
ready to adoreitin its approch; 
ſo when we did receive holy! 
truths at the firſt, we reccived 
them 


God, not as the words of man, 


words of God, 
z With what ſubjeCtion of 
ſpirit we did receivethem, wee 
id nor onely admire thcir cx- 
cellency, bur felt their cfficacie, 
the word came not in vword 
onely, but in power and autha. 
rity over our very conſcience, 
and this power was a full pow- 
er, and an eaſe power, the 
truths which wee received, did 
command and awe, and order 
our whole man, and vvee too 
were molt willing to reſ1gne up 
our ſelves to the obedience of 
the Goſpell in all things, andto 
be calt into that mould 
heavenly 


oo 


— 


| (briflscounſellto bis = 
| chem as the very oracles off 


bur as they are indecd, the 


Ll 
_ 
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[heavenly dodrine. 


3 With what aftetions wee 
did reccive them, O then,thoſe 
conflictings of ſpirit, Heb.10.32 
thoſe barhes of griefe and hea- 
yenly compunction with 
them, As 2. 37. thoſe flames 
of love, with thoſe Chriſtians, 
Atts 4.32. thoſe raptures of jo 
with Lydia, As 16. yea "hol. 
extenſions of zeale with the 
Galathians to Saint Pawl, Gak4. 
the word had a ſurpaſſing in- 
fluence upon all our afteions, 
to mele, and convert, to raiſe, 
and diſpoſe of them. 

4 With what reſolute loyal- 
ty, ſo that we did hate and defie 
all contrary errors and waics, 
and ſo were our hearts ſwyorne 
| co 


— 
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to divine truths,and(as it were)! 
clpouſed ro them, that wee 
once reſolycd to live and dyc 
in thoſc truths, and for thoſe 
truths, wee could not endure 
any mixture with them, nor 
hcare 'of any divorce from| 
them. 

| 5 With what reverence wee 
| did embrace the Ambaſſadors 
of heavenly truths,they were as 
the Angels of God to us, & we 
were like (almoſt) with Corneli. 
#u5s,to adore the Peters and Pawls, 
{I meanc the miniſters of God 
revealing his truths unto us; 
the feet of them who brought 
\unto us the glad ridings of our 
ſalvation, were beaurifull and 
moſt acceprable unto us. 


Novy! 
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Now here are two queſtions 
bricfly to be relolved. 

What truths beard and receirved,!' « 
we are often 10 confider and remem- 59 
ber. 
| To thisI] anſwer. 
| 1 There muſt be an endea- 
'your to remember all the 
truths, as Chriſt ſaid of the 
fragments,gather them up, and| 5 
let nonebelolt; ſo ic mult bee 
laid of holy truths (on which 
the ſoule hath formerly fed) ga-| 
therthem up all. let none belolt. | 
You ſee that the Goldſmith) 
doth not onely looke after the} 
maſlic picce of gold, bur he! 
carefully lookes after every ray 
and dult of gold, and preſerves] 


It. 


EE —@ 


- 


Sinuls, 


174 | 


(hriſts counſell to bis | 


| Every truth of God is preci- 
ſous, it is more precious then 
gold, it is excellent, and as it is| 
excellent inicfſelfe, ſo it may be 
uſctull ro us, there is nor a ſtar 
in heaven, bur is of ſome good 
tothe lower world; fo there is 
not onetruth of God, but may 
be of ſome good uſe to a Chri- 
lian: | 
Bur if cither for the multi- 
rude of truths, or the ſublimity 
of truths, or for the obſcure 
manner ot diſcovering thee 
crucths, or for che impotency 
and irretentiveneſſe oft an an- 


holding and unclaſping memo-' /t 
ry, or for the ſpace of time, F\tr 
fince truths were delivered and! | : 
reccived; itſo fals out, that all] ni 


heard | 
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i= | 'hcard and once received truths 
| [will nor ſtand upon record,into 
which they have beene entred, 

but are in many places —_ 


and cancelled, 


| 2 There muſt at leaſt bee q 
fairhfull remembrance of the 
'moſt neceſſary and chiecfc 
'cruths, namely of thoſe which 
more ummediately and inti- 
mately, and unauoydably con- 
cern our ſalvation, of the which 
(for methods ſake) I conjeQture 
there may be three heads, ix. 
s Thar vitall truth concer- 
ning Chriſt and faichin him, 
this is the great fundamentall 
truth. 
| 2 Thatvivificalltruth concer- 
ning repentance in the conver- | 
lion | 
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fon of the heart from deadf | 
workes. | 
| 


3 That praQicall truth con. 
cerning obedience, in ordering 
the lite and courle of a conver. 
ted perſon. 

As. the moraliſts ſay « 
Fame,or of a mans good name, 
Omnia ſe perdas, famam ſer-va 
memento. Qua ſeme! amiſſa po 
nullus eris. (1) whailoever com 
modity you loſe, be ſure yer ro 
preſcrve that ievvell of a good 
name. That is ſo choyce 1 


iewell, chat whatlocver a man! 
loſerh, hee mult yer take heed| 
and carcof that, Theſame may| 
bee ſaid of theſe forcnamed 
truths; though chrough ſomq 
defect, or frailty, or mahgniry, 


any 
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4] | any other hiſtorical} or proble- 
maticall crurhs may flip from 
| |us, yet theſe muſt be wricren in | 
g |our hearts with che point of a} 
Diamond, and as in marble,the' 
| characters of them are to bee 
kept freſh and alive, and are ne- | 
ver to be blotred our. | 
And why this faithfull and fre-| 9%ed. 
quent remembrance , or renewed 
confederation of truths beard and 
received ? | 
Reaſonsthereof many. | 
: Though ſometimes an al- | 
anſſent may be ſufficient to a par- | 
edfſticular word of truth for the 
mlpreſent, yer the vertue and uſe 
l of thar may be for the future. | 
ne} Ic is with truths as it is with | nid, 
ry,realuries,vvherernto much gold | 
ny N or | 
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or f1;uer is pur and kept ſafe; a 
little whereof may ſerve forthe 
time being, buc moſtor all of it 
may be brought out upon fu- 
rure and ſeverall occaſions, 

| Or as itis with friends and 
garments, which though wee 
doe not ule every one of them 
every day, yet ere we dye, wee 
may have an uſefull occaſion 
for them all. 

The truths which thou haſt 
heard from the word ten yeeres 
[agoe, may ſerve thee twen! 
yeeres hence; that diſcovery of 
the mercy of God, of the bloud 
| of Chriſt, of the freeneſle of 
| grace, &c. theſe may be of great 
| availe unto thee, and of {weet 
and proper helpe unto thee 
| wind 
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when thou commeſt to old age, 
orto a dying bed. 

It is not with truths heard 
and received, as with our meat 
eaten and digeſted, the vertue of 
which may bee gone in few 
daies, but as it is With a leale, 
for life, which this yeere brings 
inour revenue, and fo it doth 
the next yeere, &c. fo divine 
truths may yeeld unto thee pre- 
fent comfort and ſtrength, yea, 


andthey can, being rightly em- 


braced, be he ſtaffe in thy hand 
tomorrow to ſupport thee,and 
he river inthy conſcienceto re- 
freſh thee; that heavenly cruth 
which was thy ſtarre at this 
time, m—_ upon occaſions, 
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e thy guide at any | 
Nz CL0c, | 


oe 
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ime, as the ſtarre to the wiſe 
mea, which appeared the le- 
cond time, 

2 Frequent remembrance ol 
divine truths is (as it were) 2 
ſpurre to further obedience, and 
therefore Saint Peter joynes, 
| putting in remembrance, and; 
|ſirring up, as if then we ſhould 

owns. our lervices, when wee! 
' did renue our memories. 
| Every.truth newly and ſer) 
| ouſly chought on, is as it veene 
ſecond Sermon or repetition,! 
and inculcating of it upon our 
' hearts; I am fure it is like a fur-) 
ther digeſtion, which ſerves for 
the bertcr health and ſtrength 
of our bodies. 

3 It is a meanes much to] 
ſtrengrhen 


— OO ————— . 
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ſRrengrhen our graces; the Philo- 
ſophers have a laying, codem nu- 
trumur ex quo generamur, that 
wee are nourithed by that of 
which vvee are generated; the 
truths of God begat our graces, 
and the ſame truths well re- 
membred and peruled, will in- 
creaſe them. 

Thoſe promiſes which here» 
tofore inclined thy heart, and 
perſwaded itto beleeve,can per- 


af petually beare and raiſe up thy 
n,'f heart to ſtronger degrees of be- 
ur leefe: as Chritt when he would 


I belpe his diſciples againſt a par. 


—Tanging Church. 


ticular infidelity, objefted unto 


intimating that a right remem | 
bring of his works, would haye | 
Nz inabled| 
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them, why doe ye not remember ? | Marks, 
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| inabled them much againſt un- | 
belicfe. 
And ſo doththe remembrance 


of the words of Chriſt, of his| 
truths, which are as able to 
build us up in grace, as to com- 
municate it untous. if 

4 It is a revocation from f1o-\|, 
nings,as David ſaid,l conſidered}, 
my Waies, and turned. my feet}, 
unto thy teſtimonies; the ſame}/; 
| may be laid of holy truths; a wy tr 
| membring conſideration of}, 
them is a recovering of an er-|fſ 
ring and falling ſoule. Saint Pe, 
| ter forgate his Maſter, and thenlſ}; 
 forgate himlſelfe, he forgate the 
words of a Maſter, and then theF|} 
duty of a ſervant, but Peter re-F|, 
|covered himlelfe againe * aodF, 


how 
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ef ry doctrine by, they doe not re- 
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how did he ſo? the text Cath ' 
that hee remembred the words 
of leſus, and when hee had! 
thought thereon, hee went our | 
and wept bitterly. | 

5le is an avocation or with- 
holdment from errours; why 
doe men ſo commonly (lip into 
hwy errors? one maine caule is, 
they have ler (]ip old truchs,they 


have loſt their touch-None to 


member what and how they 
have heard and received, and 
therfore they deſtroy whart they 


themſelves have builr. 


her anchor, toſſed with waves | 
and windes every way, [6 they 
are hurried and puffed up and 
—_ N4 down} 


Like a ſhip which hath loſt | Simite 


Chriſts counſell to bis 
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downe with every winde offf 
docrine. | 

Burt he who rightly remem-|i: 
bers the truch, hath not onelylfſ 
| t1ereby a touch-ſtone to try and 
| diſcover contrary errours, but! 
likewiſe a buckler to ſecure his! | 
| judgement, and a {wword to cut! 
| off the corrupt reaſonings and! 
fallacies of the gaine-layer. 

6 Laſltly,it is of fingular good, ll 
and concernementto a diſtrel-\}i 
[cd and deſerted ſoule, and to a 
debarred perſon. 

The daies of famine may be-| 
fall thee, and then the 00d) 
which Joſeph laid up, may pre-|f 
lerve thee, if future meanes 
(ſhould faile, will not former 
and remembred truths be of i} 

comfort? 


ee OS 


| languſhing (hurch. 
\comfort ? and are you ſure that | 
(ealons will laſt for ever:wwhere | 
is Jeruſalem,vwwho did not know 
her day of peace? and where are 
the ſeven Churches of Ara? or 
the dajes of fickneſſe may be- 
fall thee, wherein thou art de- 
barred of the marker, 1 mo 
the publike aſſembly of the 
Gaines, and art ſo weakened, 
[that reade at all thou canſt nor; | 


{-/F/ if nowv thy ſoule can re member} 


God, and remember the truths 
of God, and can ſecretly confer! 
|| with them, they may be of blel- 


d/f[ ſed helpe and peace unto thee; 


| yea, the daies of deſertion may 
befall thee, the Lord may not 
looke on thee as formerly; hee 
may not conter at all with thee 

in 
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in ſenſe and feeling : and what' 
refuge haſt thou now, butts 
flye to the truths of God | 
through which thou didlt here. 
tofore heare him and perceiye 
him, and this may ptove a ſup. 
port and ſolace tothy hearr. 

SureI am Aſaph in his deſer- 
tions did (o, ſee him in P ſal. 77. 
10. I will remember the yeeres of 
the right hand of the moſt bigh; 1 
will remember the workes of the 
{ ord, ſurcly I will remember thy 
| wond-rs of old : former embra. 

| ces are new encouragements. 
7/7, | Thus fortheexplication and 
| confirmation of the point, | 
| now come tothe application of | || | 
it to our ſelves. | 
Should received truths be re-| || | 
membred ? 
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membred ? then, 

1 Hearing is not all, ſome 
there are who heare not at all, 
they are like the deafe Adders 
which refule to heare the yoice 
of the charmer : Chriſt is plea- 
ſed to ſpeake, bur they are not 
pleaſed to hearken : how much 
have theſe to anſwer for ? O- 
thers doe heare, and thar is all; 


'the word is but as a naturall 


ſound to excice that naturall fa- 
cultic of hearing, bur they un- 
derftand not what they heare : 
the word preachedis as a book 
ſcaled up unto them, they think 


it enough ro come to Church, 


— hs —_ 


| &c. Others doe heare and un- 
'derſtand the truths delivered, 
but then they minde them no 
more, 
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more, they leave all at the 
| Church doore, as wee doe our 
 triends art the grave, forgetting 
that we came toa feaſt, to car. 
ry away, and notto a grave to 
leave all behinde, as it the word 
were atale, or a dreame, it is in- | 
ſtantly forgotrer; in comes the! 
world, out goes the word, to les, 
cular buſineſſes, or ſinful acts, 
they preſently apply themſelves, 
and {ois the wo-d [queized out 
like water out of a ſpunge, or. 
the charaCters of it glide away! 
like the impreſſions of a Seale| 
upon the ſlippery water. 
Perhaps many a thouſand 
Sermon they have heard in their] 
daies (and would thinke it a 


mortall fault) not to heare, but; 
for 


—CCC——_— 


 languiſhing Church. 


for meditating, pondering, re-| 
viewing of 4ſ; vered truths,cal- 

ling them to minde, the better 
to order their hearts and lives, | 

they will not trouble them-/ 
ſelves ſo farre;as if truth were a, 
burden, or an unworthy com-| 


i anion. | 
- = Now to the forgetfull hea- | 


'rer, | would commend theſe 
| things to be conſidered of. | 
1 If his forgetfulneſſe bee, 
onely of good things (when y yet| 
in any other thing and bulineſle 
'his remembrance is quicke 
enough, he can remember atz<c 
'or tory rwenty yeeres (ince) it 

c| {| is a very uncomfortable (1gne. 
'f I confeſſe that every good 
mans memory is not an <quall 
trealurie, _ 


— —— —  —_ — 
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treaſurie, nor perhaps a very 
fruitful (oyle, butto have a me- 
mory like an utterly barren 
wombe, retentive of no ſpiritu- 
all truths, but like ſand ina 


inſtantly running our to the 
other, this totall and abſolute! 
falſenefle in our memories, is a; 
ſhrewd preſumption that cither| 
wee doe not at all rightly con- 
ceive of, and oe ſpirt- 
tuall cruths, or if wee doe, yet 
that wwe doe not much care for 
them and reſpe& them. 

z F alin of truths 
heard and received, is a kinde 
very evill ignorance; the School. 


men doe diſtinguiſh of [gnoran- 
tie pure negationis, wherein 4 
man' 


— 


glaſſe, pur inthe one part, _ 
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man doth not know, and of 
Ignoranti« 
whercin cithcr a man will nor, 
or unfts himſelfe to know. 
Thus is it with forgetfulneſle, 
truths forgotten arc like truths 
unknowne, and the more thar 
the knowledge of former truths 
weare out, the leſle Capacity is 
thereto apprehend and receive 


further truths: 


Noris this all, forgettulneſle | 


is not onely a curtainc drawne 
over knowledge, bur itis a bar 


alſo to our pra&ble : the forger- | 


full hearer can be no good pra» 

itioner, | 
For no man acceptably pra- 
iſeth more then hee knowes, 
and no man properly knowes 
more 


ot diſpoſutionis 
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more then he remembers. 

Nor is that all, forgetfulneſſe 
keeps us not only in an eſtate of 
ignorance and blindenefle, nor 
onely in ancſtate of barrenneſle 


' and undoingneſle, bur further 


yet, ir keepes \us in a condition 
of ſadneſle and uncomfortable 


Simwlc. 


neſle; tor all our comforts de- 
; pend upon divine truths (they 
arc our ſprings of joy ) bur with 
' chis caution,ſo farre as they arc 


ſolidly and rightly applicd oy 


— 


us (as ſtrong waters refreſhet 


when they arc taken) now the 
forgetung perſon, is an unap- 
plying perſon, there can beno 
good uſing, where there js no 
good remembring of holy 
ruths, 


= 
— 
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So that now by thy forger-| 
fulneſſe, divine truths are loſt, 
and the operations of them are| 
loſt; they can neither guidethee 
nor helpe thee, nor preſerve or 
comfort thee at all; and if all 
theſe be loſt,thou thy ſelte canſt | 
not be ſafe; whatſoever opini- | 
on thou wilt have of thy ſelfe, 
Saint Tames aflures thee that 
thou deccivelt chine own ſclte; | 
CAP. 1.22 

2 If remembring of rruths | 
heard and reccived beneceſla- | 


ry, then be pleaſed to a the} 
point which Chrilt here char- | 
veth, Remember how tou haſt re- 
ceied and hea d: thou haſt per- 
haps heard of che doctrine of 
lnne; and knowledge thercot 


O by 


_—_ 
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by the law, out of Rom 7.7. 

Thou haſt heard of the mani- 
fold aggravations of ſunne in 
ſeveral| reats, as againſt knovy- 
ledge, meanes of grace, mercies, 
afflictions, covenants, &c. and 
of infidelity (that binding fin) 
out of Jobn 3: Thou haſt heard 
many a Sermon ofthe power 
of the word, for conviction 
and converſion,and for conſo- 
lation, and for converſation, 
and for falyation , out of 
2 The. 1. 

Thou haſt heard of the im- 
pediments of the ſoule from 
comming to Chriſt, partly 
from the love of ſinne, Iobn 3. 
partly from the loye of the} 
world, Mark. 10. 22. panty 


from 
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from the perverſcncfſe of  6ur| 
-| | | wils; Math.z 3.37. | 

Thou halt heard of the pre-| 
parations of the ſoule unto 
Chriſt, and muchof the new 
covenant, outof Mal.z. t. 

Thou haſt heard much of 
faith, for the nature of i ir, out of 
Atts 16 for the degrees ofit, out | 
of Mark. 9. for the uſc of it in! 
all the promiſes, out of 2 Cor.1. 
and of our love ro God, out of 
'Pſal. 31.23 
| Thou haſt heard the doctrine 
j-| | of repentance from dead works 
n| | largely opened, out of As 17. 
y| $/39- and further unfolded in the 
3.| | converſion of the Prodigall, 
e| Jour of Luke 15. and of he do-| 
y|{ Rtrine of rempracions, out of 
n 
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Luke 4. the kindes of them, and 


quelt. | 
Thou haſt lately heard « 


tuall care and goodneſle of 


Church and pcoplc out of Pſal. 
[23- all over. 

| Laſtly,thou haſt heard fome 
thing of a languiſhing, and ofa 
recovering foule from this, out 
of Rewel.z.z. 

I call God to record at this 
day, that (according to my 
knowledge and ability) I have, 
(as Saint Paw, Afts 20. 27.) nd 
ſhunned to declare wnto you all the 


| counſell of God requifite t» your 
ſalvation, teſtifying unto you all 
repen: anc 


methods of defence and con-\fl 


that comfortrable,ample,perpe-/; 


Gods providence over hisſ/j 
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J 


j 
. 
/ 
7 
n 


ST 5X57 Oo ©” >= ro -—- —- ro 


| Janguiſhing (hurch. 
nd}ſ repentance towards God, and faith 
0N-3/cowards owr Lord Teſus Chriſt, 
verſe 2.1, yea in ſe1jo1 and out 0 
ſeaſon, in ſtrength, in weakeneſie, 
in publike, in pricggte,harve } defi- 
red and endevoxred your c-verlaſt- 
we 200d. 
| Now let not theſe pious 
rraths lip from you, or m as 
Fwatcr ſpilt upon the ground: 
faÞMiniſters dye, bur let not 
uEcruths dye; Miniſters depart, but 
let not rruchs depart; ſtony 
hearts are bad, bur iron memo- 
ties are good : if ye have heard 
truths and received them, why, 
ſkill recaine the truths for the 
ruths ſake; let them ever abide 
th you, live with you, dye 
ith you: And doe nor loc 
Oz F- up! 


I — 


XUM 


198 | Chriſtscounſell tobis || 


up the truths onely, bur let your}! 
memories faithfully ſerve out 
thoſe truths, according to your 
particular occaſions and oc- ; 
currences of your life ; holdJ* 
chem out to keep out errors, 
bring them outro keep up gra-Y 
ces, improve the directions of 
the word, to leade your waics,{® 
and thecomfortsof the word te 
refreſh and encourage yourſſ® 
hearts, and that you may kill h 
the art of heavenly memory,F® 
know that, & 
There are fixe things which} 
will much availe to helpe andÞ® 
inable the remembrance 0f th 
truths heard and received. = 
1 Ardent affeQtion: loveis af 
|lafe locke, and a rcady ray 5 
r 
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or which we much like, ve ſhall 
el [much minde, David was fer- | 
ur {yen in love, and therefore fre- 
vent inthinking of Gods law, 
"7 al.119, 0b bow | love ty law! P/al.11g 
lit is my meditation all the day: here | 97* 
2 was great love and great {tudy- 
offfing; 2 childe will nor torger his | 5,9. 
: 


\mother. 

off 2 Frequent meditation: ma- 
urfſoy carthly things weare out by 
illYbandling (as characters in gold 
y,Qor liver) bur heavenly chara- 
ters abide longeſt where they 
are molt peruſed, Every new 
and ſerious contemplation of 
Athem,makes a fairer and firmer 
impreſſion; ir is like. a ſecond 
of ſtamping ofthem. The memo- 
q ſyis like a glaſſe, and the under- 

Os faanding| | 


UM 
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landing as an eyelooking back 


unto it; the more frequent ac- 
uaintanceand familiarity that 
the underſtanding hath, by 
reflefting on the memory, the 
more ſtrongly are things ingr 
ven In our remembrance. 

3 Conſtant operation : | 
memory were more uſed, me- 
mory would be more uſcfull: 
when thou haſt heard a Ser. 
mon, and art at home,then call 
thy memory to an account 
how it hath playcd the faithf 
ſteward for thee, what truth it 
hath remembred, by a daily 
ſtriving to remember, you ſhall 
daily perfect the remembrance. 

4 A diſtin apprehenſion: 


Sasl was not cafily found in the! 
ſtuffe, 


— 
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tuffe, and confuſed mindes are | 
ſcldome linked with exact me- 


exact that theunderſtanding is, 
the more eafic is the remem- 
' brance of things. 

Take heed of ignoranc 
mindes that know nor truths, 
and of confuſed mindes that 
can miltake truths. 

5 Abundant conference:this 
courſe Moſes preſcribed the 
Iſraelites,to remember thelawes 
—_— unto them,vix that they 

uld often talke of them to 
their children; conference is as 
the driving in of the naile; one 
remembers that which the 0- 
ther forgets; our memories 
helpeour lips, and our lips doc 
| ſtrengthen 
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{trengthen our memories. 
- 6 Diligenrpractiſe:theſchol.J], 
ler by a daily writing after thef|j 
copy, doth thereby mend his}: 
hand, and helpe his memory. |; 
Truths are ordained for pra-ſſ|i 
Riſe; It cannot be, bur that]; 
truths ſhould remaine faithfull I; 
in the -memory, which are| 
made faithfull in our walking, | 
Truths eaſily rake their leavefſ]|( 
| 
y 
c 
4 


ofthem who oppole them, or} 
do not a them. | 
Now to the ſecond aſlertion,} 
IK. | 
Thar acceptance of truths is | $ 
not ſufficient, but there muſt Fic, 
| be perſiſtence in them (and bold 
faſt) $4» ſerva, or as *Bexa 
' tranſlates it, ob/erva. 
| Saint! 


——————.... ———— _ 
es, 


|ro Titus 1.9. bold fait the faithfull 


[they ſhould bee glucd unto it. 
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Saint Paul is much in this do-» | 
«|| trine; hold faſt the forme of 


ſound words, 2 | im.1."3. lo again 


word; and that this doctrine 
may not bethoughr proper and 


peculiartothe Preacherof the 


truth; but common to all Chri- 
ſtians, hee therefore cnlargerh 
the precept to all the Romans, 
== þ under them ro all Chri- 
ſtians) ro adhere or cleaye unro 
what is good; the word inthe 
originall is ve 754%, that 


Salomen in cfiet delivers the 
ſame Fro. 23.23. Buy the truth 
and ſel. it not, a man may lawful- 
ly (ell his houlc and lands as the 


Apoltles did, and followed 
Chrilt, 


203 | 


2 Tim.1. 


13. 
Tetas 1. 


1 
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Chriſt, and in ſome ſenſe his 
wife and children, (as Saint 
lerome in epiſt. ad Heliod. would 
rather then hee would put off 
Chriſt) yea and his owne life 
Aits 21, | £00,as Saint Paul did,not count 
13- it deare for Chrilt, 

Bur the truth muſt not bee 
ſold, it muſt be kept asa thing 
excceding all price and bargain. 
Now for the fuller underſtand- 
ing of this propoſition, premiſe 
; with methelſe particulars. 

1 That I ſpeakenor of hu-| 
mane and morall truths, ſuch 
as are the rules in ſecular arts, 
\in which there may bee and is 
many times, an infallibility;but 
of religious and divine truths, 
| which arc contained in the 
| word 
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word of God. 

2 Religious truths areſo, ci- 
ther in the imagination of 
man, or in the rcaliry of the 
thing : Iam not bound to em- 
brace, much leſſe ro perfiltin 
all which every man pro» 
pounds for truths, or which he 
conjectures to be ſo; onely Iam 
to hold faſt thoſe trruths,vohich 
the word (rightly and gcnuine- 


ly expounded) teacheth and 


determineth to be ſo. 


— 


3 Againe, the truths which 
ſeeme ro owne themſelves on 
the word of God, are cither 
immediate and expreſle,or one= 
ly mediate and deduced;cxpreſlc 
_ are to be held aſt but 


deduced truths which are 
| thence 
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thence collefted by the meduum!|| 
of a mansabiliry to judge,theſe!ſ 
are to bee tried and examined! 
by the primeand immediate 
truths, and fo far to be held as) 
they are found (upon due | 
earch) to have conformi 
with the immediate & cxpreſle ny 
rules of truth. 

4 Expreſſe truths ( fuppoſe| 
them to be knowne and recei-/l 
ved) may be conſidered cither, | 
in the latitude of them, or wich! 
reſtrition; we may not thinke 
it ſufficient ro hold faſt ſome 
particular traths , cither the! 
greater or the leſſer, and leave 
— for the mlelves. 

ill knowne truths, even 


= which arc not of that 
maine 
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maine concernement, not any 
one of them muſt be forſaken! 
'orlefrt, but rerained and main- 
tained:as Atha1aſius and others 
of the firſt Nicene Fathers 
would not diminifh, or adde 
one iota &title abour the deity 
of Chriſt, or as Moſes would 
fiot leaveone hoofe behinde, ſo 
we muſt not renounce or for- 
ſakeany one branch of known 
ruth, ſceme it never fo lictle in 
thecyes of men. 

5s Though there be a diffe. 
rence of times, yet there ought 
to bee no difterence of holy 
truths; there are times of pro- 
ſperity forthe Goſpell, as Con- 
antines time was to the 
Church, aud there are times of 
calamity, 


a— 
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calamity as Neroes time, and 
Dioclefians, and others the perſe- 
cuting Emperours, 

Truth muſt be held faſt; yea 
all crutch, at all times; you ſee 
that the ſtars doe ſhine in the 
coldeſt night of winter, as well 
as inthe calmeſt night of ſum- 
mer; {o truths mult be held in 
the worlt as well as in the beſt 
daics. 

Toſepbus reports of the Sama- 
ritanes, thatif any good and fa-) 
your befell che Iewes, then they 
would pretend afhnity and 


kindred with them, they came 
from Jacob; but if any calamity, 
then they were none of the 
ſtocke of Abraham. It muit not 
be thus with us, to vary our} 


hca 
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hearty reſpect to eruths accor- 
ding to the favour or -diſcou- 
ragement that the world be. 
ſtows upon them: buttocleave 
unto them as Saint P awl did, 
ander the (word, as S. Ignatius 
among the wilde beaſts, and 
Lawrentits on the Gridiron, and | 
Daniel among the Lyons, and| 
the three children in the ficry 
furtace. 

6 Sixthly, chough there be a 
difference of perſons, yer wee 
muſt not differ and wave our: 
reſpeQtsto holy. truths; perhaps 
thoſe holy truchs which thou | 
baſt heard and rryed, and receci. | 
ved, may bee contradicted and | 
Giſputed,by ſome bold (chilma- | 
dl erticl braines, wha | 


would | 
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would bleareand blurthetruth, 
that ſo they may bring in dam. 
nable doctrines; by theſe they |Þ | 
may be diſgraced, derided, and 
reproched, theſe dogs may bark 
againſt the moone and irs light; 
yea or perhaps though they have) 
forwardly courted & profeſled 
the truths, yet they may fall off 
with Hyneneus and Philetus,and 
turne vile apoſtates. C 
But as Peter ſaid of Chriſt, | 
that thou mult ſay and att too, [4 
| 


of truth, Though all men ſhould 
forſakethee, yet I willnever 

forſake thee. Againſt all ſubcil-F 
ty of diſputes, varicty of judge- 
' ments, {chiſme and malice of 
evill men, and inconſtancy c 
| ſome men, thou mult be rightly 


ballanced, 
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ballanced. Hold faſt the truth 
which thou baſt heard aud recei- 
ved. 
But how muſs truths be held faſt? 
In foure reſpects : 
1 In the judgement and un- 
lerſtandiog 
z In the will and affection. 
3 Inprofeſſion. 
4 In converlation and pra-! 
(tile. 


t In the judgement: for aflenc| 
and approbation;there mult be 
Ta firme evidence of them. I con- 


eſſe chat there is a Jaticude in 
|-Four credence, upon more and 
, more evidence of cruth; there! 
off may be a further and ſtronger 
aſſent unto them, aod approba- | 
tion of them. But there mult be 
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no wavering in the judgement;|f|; 
we muſt not admit of a ſtage. 
ringand reeling minde, nor of a 
levity in our judgements, to be 
driven and carried about with} 
every winde of doctrine, as the! 
Apoſtle ſpeakes, Epbeſ. 4. 14. 
Atbanafius knew this well,vwhenſj|; 
he held his iudgement faſt in 
the truth of che deity of Chriſt, by 
againſt che Arians : ſo Saint Af. 
ſtin, his iudgement faſt in theſ},, 
doctrine of grace againſt the, 
Pclagians, and Cyprian againſt; 
the Donatiſts, or Noyatians, orff,;, 
Catharilts. bh 
Itis an honour for a man tofl, 
recant an errour, bur a perfidi-ſ, 
| ous ſhame for any Chriſtian toff * 


——_ truth to be ſupplanted, 
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by any errour. 
2 Inthe will and affection, 
our love muſt hold the truth 
faſt, therefore the Apoſtle bids 
us to be glued unto it, Roms. 12. 9. 
It is widh truths as with ſome 
plants which live and thrive 
not, but in warme climates. 
That ancient defire after 
truth and delight in ic, to take 
counſell from it, and ftrength 
from ir, and comfort by it,muſt 
not decay and dye within us, 
bur muſt remaine and abound, 
though others hate,diſgrace,and 
endeayour to make voyd the 
ruch, yet wee muſt cleaveunto 
t, and love it,as David,Pſal.11y. 
09 3 In our profefſion;hence that 
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| inthe midſt of a darke and froward 
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to bold forth the word of life, even 


generation : Chriſt would havye 
us not onely to beleeve, butto|{ 
confeſſe him before men. Re- 


member that it was no ſmall 1 
ſinne in Peter, when he preten- " 
ded that he knevv notthe man. , 
Gregory Naxianxen reports 1n 
one of his orations againſt Juli. 


an,that ſome Chriſtian ſouldiers 


being cunningly circumvented 


a 


by him to idolatrous ſacrifices, Þ 
perceiving the errour, they all; h 
| ran backe unto him, and cthrew'|ll 
| him his money againe, and pro-|ſ lr 
teſted they were Chriſtians, and 

{in whe 4 they did, they wert = 
circumvented him, Heb. 104, 
23.let us bold faſt the profeſſion of 
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Chriſtian muſt change neither 
bis Maſter, nor his ſervice, nor 
his livery. 
| 4 In our converſation, wee 
mult ſtill practiſe truths, and 
keepe our lives anſwerable unto 
them. Saint John cals this a wal- 
king in the truth : then a man 
1 walkes in the truth, when hee 
" \holds on his courſe of holy obe- 
{dience unto it, againſt all the 
encouragements and diſcou- 
ragements of the world, as the 
o three children in Daniel, &c. 
not with che Galathians begin- 
4 ning inthe ſpirit, and ending in 


> = 


. re fleſh, or like thole Iſraclites, 
| 


,, 


whoſe righteouſneſle was as 
the morning dew. But we mult 


4 


our faith without warvering ; the 
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ſtill runnethe race (ct before us, 
and keep ſtedfaſt our feet unto 
the pathes of righteoulneſle and 
waies of truth. 

Why mit divine truths beard 
and receirved be beld faſt ? 

Reaſons thereof are many, 
will briefly point out ſome of 
them. 

1 Divinetruth is a moſt pre-|{ 
cious and excellent thing, there-|F|c 
forein Scripture it is compared|[ 
to gold, which of merals is the 
molt precious, nay it ismore}ſ 
precious then gold or rubies, 
and all the things which thou 
canſt deſire, are not to be com-| 
pared untoit, ſee Pro. 3.14.15, 
[rt is more excellent then the ex- 


cellencies of the creatures, not 
then 


—_—  — 
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then ſome of them, burthen all 
of them; and a man if hee were 
to imagine any excellency, or it 
the utmoſt of his deſires were 
enlarged, yet 'could they not 
finde out and pitch upon ſuch 
an excellency. Therefore ſaith 
Saint Jobnto the Church of Phi- 
ladelphia, Revel. 3.11. Hold that | Revel. 3, 
faſt which thou haſt, that no man | ** 
take thy crowne, the crowne is 
the top of royalties, ſuch athing 
is truth, let no man take thy 
'croWwne. 

Beloved, there are two pro. 
perties Which aſſure us of the 
excellency of things. 

x: The more holy they are, the ——_ s 
more excellent they are; all cor- | inimare 
ruptions arediminutions of ex- _ 
| cellency,| *. 


— — 


- 


2 Ss 


—w___@©Ccu_—_ 


ther ſeen in this word of truth: 
there is his wiledome, there is 


his power and greatnefle, there 


cellency, the more mixr a thing 


avd tinne be mixed; and the 
more pure it is, as meere gold, 
the more plorious i it is. Novy the 
truths of God are holy, not as 
perſons are holy (which is with 
mixture and imperfection) but 
as the light at noone day is pure 
without darkeneſle ar all. 

2 The more that God is in, 
any thing, the more excellent it 


| him (who is excellency it ſelfe) 
'ſo much more wee riſe in our 
 excellency. 

But the great God is altoge- 


| 


| Corifticomfelltobis © 


is,the more it is abaſed as if gold 


is, for ſo much as we partake of |} 


| 


' languiſhing ( hurch. 
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lis his love and mercifulneſſe, | 
Ithere is his Chriſt and faithful. 
Ineſſe, therefore it is moſt excel. 


lent, and conſequently to be 
held faſt by us. 


P 219 | 


2 Divine truths are (as it) 


were) made over to us under 
termes of conſtancy and perpes-: 

ruity : I findein Scriptures that 
they are termed ſometimes 


Our heritage; eſtates heck 


are perſonall ( if that bee the 


phraſe) for poſſeſſion may be 


fold, as that which a childe 


buyes with his owne money; 


bur eſtates which are naturall 
or heteditary, fuch I mcane as 
come to be ours by delcent,theſe 


ought to be kept for poſterity :/ 
God forbid ſaid Naboth, that I 
ſhould| 


— 


22.6 | Chrifts counſell to his = 
ſhould (ell the inheritance of myl[* 


fathers : divine truths arc an he- 
ritage to deſcend from us to our þ 
children, and therefore wee are\f 
neither to diſpoſleſle our ſelves|f 
of them, nor to ſuffer our ſclyes 
by any to bee diſpoſſeſſed of 
them, P/al. 11 9. 111. thy teſ{imo- 
nies bave I taken as an beritage 
for ener. 
| - Godstruſt : ſomething wee|f 
commit to God, ſomerhing|} 
God commits tous, 2 Tim.1.12.|f 
Fle is able to keepe that which 1 
bam committed unto him; weeruſt 
' God with our ſoules, and God 
truſts us with his eruths, which 
are therefore called, that good] 
' [thing committed to us for ta 


keep,z Tim.1.14.now in —_ 
of 


ww _ 4 OO YT *%& | 


=> 
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of truſt, vyvee muſt be faithfull, 


(for we mult be reſponſable for 
(the whole wherewith wee are 
inſtructed, as the ſervants in the 
(Goſpell, who had talents com- 
[mitted to their truſt, they were 
called to an account for them : 
ſoif the Lord cruſt any man 
with graces, or with his truths, 
the man muſt carefully keepe 
and preſerve them, for the Lord 
[will aske him another day for, 
(his cruſt, as Saint Jobn did of the 
Biſhop of Jerwſalem for his de.; 
oſuum. | 
They obſerve that atruſt muſt 
be, firſt, redelivered, ſecondly, 
wholly, thirdly, onely to him 
|wwho committed it to us for 


truſt. 


z Not 


—_——_—_ 
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3 Notto hold faſt the truchs, J; 
is an excceding aud fearcfull in-; 
jury or wrong) it is injurious, | 
: To God, for he isthe Lord 
or God of truth : truths are outs|f] 
for the efficacie of them, but'Þ 


| 
[ 
l 
F 
onely this for the authority of |! 
) 
\ 
ki 


them. Should a private perſon'f 
preſume of himſelfe to tell the 
Kings Iewels ? it might bee as 
much as his life is worth:cruths'I'S 
are Gods lewecls, hee revecales/ | 
them, he ownes them, hee hath, 
ſcaled them with the bloud of 


el 
0: 


Chriſt, and therefore thou doeſt 8 
Ir 
m 


m 
ar 
G 


pray wrong the! 
ord to put off the things 
which belong tohim. | 
2 To our covenantand vow, 
| what was our baptiſme but a 
 devoring' 


fiolemnly profeſſed that none 
{\/hould be our Lord, but God, 
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devoting and lolemne vowing 
of our {clves ro be faithfull to 
Chriſt and co his truths 2 wee 


and that we ſhould be his faith- 
full ſervants unto our lives end, 
yea and wee have ratified this 
vow manya time, by comming 
to the Sacrament of the Lords 
Supper. 

| Nowifwedoec not hold faſt 
thetruchs of Chriſt, bur forſake 
them or any of them, wee are 
guilty of extreame perjury, not 


in a matter betwixt man and 
man, but berwixt God and / 


{| man; thou art forſworne again | 


and againc unto the Lord thy | 
God, and halt (as much as in | 
thee 


L 


Chr i/ts counſel to his # 


thee lics) made voyd'the cove- 


nant of grace and life for thy 
poore ſoule. 

4 Conſider but the neceſſa- 
7 uſcs of divine truths, and 
then we will acknowledge that 
they are to be held faſt. 

The uſe of the word or di-$/” 
vine truths, reſpects the evyer- 


laſtingand happy condition of |* 
the ſoule, from the beginningF}|* 
to the end thereof, Everlaſting b 
and truc happineſſe is the cndfj* 
and ſcope = every Chriſtian d 
lookes at; and divine truths}? 
ſcrve him fully and ctfcually 

to thisend, both to diſcoverit, by 
, |andro bring manuntoit; WP 
There are many things re-|ſf® 
quired to {ct us in the true way, 

ro 
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. | |*o bring a man to heaven,w.g. 
1 Conviction of his f(infull 
condition, bur the word in- 
lightens the minde, and con- 
4Þ | vinceth the conſcience. 
2 Contrition for ſinne, bur 
the word pricks our hearts, as 
i; 0/452. and humbles them. | 
3 Converlion of ſoule; ; bur 
the lavv of the Lord is perfect, 
converting the ſoule,P/al. 1g.7.| p,., 


by ic comes faith into the {oule, | 7. 


I9, 


| 


which gers Chriſt, Row. 10. 17. "NM WS. | 
dy it comes repentance, Acts | 17. 
$19 

4 Augmentation of grace; | 
but by the word wee are built | 
up, Afts 20.32.and grow more | 
d more. 
5 Pcrleyerance in grace; bur | 


Q, by. {ap 
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Rom.1. 
I6. 


v6, 


2 Tim.7, 


| by the word wee are kept anc and 
eltabliſhed co the end, itis the 
power of God unto ſalvation, 
Rom. 1.16. 

What ſhould I ſay more,reade 
the Apoltle ſumming up all in 
2 Tim.3.16. All Scripture is giuen 
by inſpiration of God, and is proft- 
tabl: for dectrme, for reproofe, fa 
correction, for inſtruction inrigh- 
te0 uſnefſe, 
| 17 That the mm of God may 
| be perfect throughiy furniſhed to all 
| good Workes. 
| 15 Tea they are able to maks 
| us wiſe unto ſa'uation, throughfaith 
Þhich is in Chriſt le /us. 

Againc, there are many 1n- 
couragements comforting, and 
ſupporting in our way, as di- 
vine conſolations of the ſpirit 


— —— 


| 
| 
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[ 


, 
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' of God, peace in conſciznce joy 
inthe holy Ghoſt, all which :x 
[the thyrrhe dropping oncly 


from divine truths; thy wo: d ; 


hath comforted me {aid Pauid 
thy word hath, quickned mec;| 
inthe houſe of my pilg: image, 
they were the joyes of his heart, 


and in the daics of his ca! Jamuty| 
they were the ſtay of his heart | 
Now pur I! together, if di-} 
vine truths ſhevv us the tru: 
happineſle, if they onely put us| 
inio the true way, unto that 
truce happinefle, if they onely} 
keepe us in 51at way, if they 
onely comfort and ſtrengthen 
us in that way, if they only! 
bring us to the end > Our | 
faith, even the ſalvation of our 
Q z ſoules, | _ 
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| 


— ———©———  —  ———— 
| 
| 


228] C briſts counſell to his 


— — —ﬀ 
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ſoules, will wwe not, ought wee 
not to hold them falt 2 | 
Pe. | The firſt uſe of this point 
' hall be to convince and re- 
|prove the wonderfull incon- 
\ſtancy of the ſonnes of men, 
chat [hpperineſle and unſethed- 


found amongſt them. | 
Conlider divine truths as 


| 1 la doftrine; we may now 
| complaine as the Apoſtle did 0 


I maruell that ye are ſo ſoone rems- 
wed from hum that called you 11 
the grace of Chriſt, wnto another 
| Goſpell. 

Some revolt from the Pro- 


teltant dotrine,to the Popiſh 


leven 


- ——  —”—<»> —»> Ro - 2 


[nefle of ſpirit, which is ro be] 


| the/ lye. | 


eee CO  EECEECCSCCCCCS 


Gal.1.6. |the Galathians, chap. 1. verſes, | 


— _— —_ 
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leven, others fall off from the 
orthodox artieles of our 
Church, to Anabaptiſticall 
fancics, and Socinian Blaſphe- 
| mics, and the Lord be merciful 


| | 
\unto us, What daily unſecled- 


nefſe and giddineſlc poſlcleth 
| | us; if any novelty of doctrine 
(chough a root of bitternefle ) 
(ſtartup and be delivered with 
any confidence or cunning of 
deceiving wit, how inſtantl 

we flye off from our old truths, 
how greedily and mad;y wee 
fſucke in poylonous errours, 
and being thus driven wich 
every winde, what tempelts of 
[railing and diſgraces doc wee 
heape upon thoſc who crofle 


our fickleneſſe with conſtant 


- 1... 
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| —_ 


| Simile. 
| 
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vindication and aſſerrings of 
| the truc doctrines of faith 1 and 
life. | 
| Ir makes mee to pitry this | 
| great and famous City, whiles| | | 
[I bchold a collwvies, a very || 
rabblcof all opinions,and fach | 
a going and comming, touch-|J 
ings at, and faylings off from|| 
the land of uprightneſle: One 
week: this is a truth, and al- 
molt an article; the next wecke 
itis no ſuch matter, bur ſome 
other thing is the right; 

Thus wee play many times 
with great truths, as children! 
doe with their Babies, one 
while embrace them, anone 
breake them and throw then, | 
[into the dirt. 


—_—_——— _ O_o 
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But ar: there ſo many waies 
to heaven as men will make, or 
haſt thou power to coine other 
articles of aith at pleaſure, or 
\wall the Lord bcare all this| 
reſting and mocking with his 
truths? Two things makes mee 
feare the Lord will punithus in 
the Goſpell; one is, our general| 


| barrenneſſe in hte, another is 
ſour great ickleneſle in matter 
of rruths. 
| 2 In converſation; many 
times we hold the truth in un- 
righteouſneſle ; wee doe not 
rize the truth and loveirt, nor 
live according to it with con- 
[tancy,bur as the Prophet crycd 
'out, bow is the beautifull City be- 
come an heape: lo may wee lay of 


Q 4 many, 
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| 
| 
The Cat 
fes of tn- 


J 


Simle. 


conſt anc , 
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| many, how is their righteous 
| walkings degenerated into an 
ungodly living? their wine is 
{owred, and lamp put our. 

Bur I will tell you the reaſons 
and cauſes of all this inconſtan- 
&y and apoltacy, v. g. 

| 1 Menare very ignorant,and 
therefore very inconſtant : ig- 
|norance is thegreat ſpunge to 
ſucke in errours, as pride is the 
great Bawd to vent them 


| Chafte may be toſſed any way: 


that which is weak,is alſo light. 

z Thoughthcir apprehenſi- 
ons be large, yet their aftetions 
are foule, they know truth, but 
love {inne which is contrary to 
truth : now a foule ſtomacke 
ever makes an ill head, and a 


I EY 
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5 my love of {inne, works our 
1| || che ſtrength of ruth in the 
$ [minde: men doethe morecafily 
grow crroncous, who Grit 
$ grow irreligious. 
| 3 There is an itch of pride; 
'Evah and Adam would know 
1/1] more then was fit, and there- 
-| | fore loſt all thac was good; you 
>| [| never readcof a proud perſon, 
e| | but cither his was nortori- 
ouſly tainced, or his judgement | 
notably corrupted: the vreatelt| 
errours, have fallen from thoſe 
that have beene molt proud, 
and have beene rooke up by 
thoſe that have beene moſt 
I2norant. 

4 And then allo many have 
| Athenian wits, they long for n0- 
-ngtiles. | 


. 
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rpelties, chough he old wine be! 
belt, yer their palate muſt bein] 


the faſhion for new; there is a 


eſtate, or on any truth. | 

5 A colloging ſlaviſhneſſe, 
many give up their ſoules and 
faith ro the religion of others, 
and like waxe, are {till faſhio- 


perſons; they are afraid of their! 


ſore vanity.in a naturall minde,ſ/ 


_ — 


chat it cannot long fixc on any || 


ned to the opinions of great] 


|diſpleaſures, and therefore even 
[1n points of religion, will dance 


|afrer their pipe. 
| 6&6 A ſordid and eminent 
love of the world, for which 
| Demas forſooke Chriſt, and Is- 
das (old his Maſter, and Hyme- 


n#eus made ſhipwracke of faith: 


che 


mn 
— —_—_—_— 
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” the unſatishable flave to the 


in| world will never be a faithfull 
a[|ſervant to truth, hee who hath 
le, already pawvnd bis foule, will 
1 with as much eaſe fel] off the 
| truth, | 
| Spirafor its ſake abjured the! 
1d]'cruth, but ventured the lofle of; 
'S,1 it, and himſcife roo. | 
o-f 7 Many men arc — 
atI\and therefore unſtedfalt ; cor. 
arſ|rupt doctrines give more * ope 
enÞ hen the trueand heavenly: wee! 
ce} |arcapt to belceye thar foonell, 
I which pleaſcth us molt; errone-| 
nth ous points are more for p! >] 
I |ſarc, anddivinetruths are more! 
»-{ for ſtriftneſle, and therefore as | $i. 
&-f| thoſe Grecians (if I forger nor 
h:J the {tory) gave up their wea-| | 
hel  pons' 
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| 24- 25, 


| 


Aﬀotrves- 


[ 


OD 
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=_ ro enjoy their ſports, ſolfſ 


| many give upthe truth, roen- 
| joy their eafic and looſe kinde 
of walking, | 
Bur for you, I hope better! 
| things, though I thus ſpeake:! 
| bicherro you have os the 
'vood truths and waics of God, 
|and have held them faſt, I have 
[not found you (as other peopie) 
- ſo unſetled and inconl 
þ; pirirs. And therefore as Chriſt; 
{aid to the Church of Thyatira, 
che ſame I will preſume to ſay 
' unto you, Revel.z 24.25. I will 
7 upon you no other burden 
ut that which ye have already, 


boldfaſt : what necd I urge this 


with many motives ? 


1 If it be cruth, why ſhould it] 


by 


i —C————— 


||\berter then light ? | 
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, * 
be left > is crrour better then 


truth? then ſbould darkeneſle be 


| 2 Canyou better your eſtates; | 
'1|by leaving of truths? when the 


IJ divels fell from truth, they fell! 


2 Wo heaven, when Adam fell 


1|from truth, hee fell from Para-! 


diſc. 


3 Will not the truth keepe 


/ you ? if you kecepe the truth as, 


the ſhip doth the Pilot who 
keeperh ir, truth will kcepe thy 
ſoule and graces together, thy/ 
{oule and Chriſt rogether, thy| 
| ſoule and comfort na thy 
ſoule and proſperity rogether,| 
therefore it is called the girdle of 
' eructh, becauſe as a pirdleit holds 
| all rogether, Thou parteſt with 
ſtrength, 
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eng, with joy, with (afery, l 
with "bleſſing, with happineſle 0 
if thou part with truth. | Þ 
4 The reward is (ure, it thou Cc; 
be faithfull, not a meane re-! [ti 
ward, bur that of life, even a! J* 
crowne of life, Rerv.z.10. | Ic] 
Now that you may for ever| | 
hold faſt divine truths, cake IP 
cheſe rules or directions. [! 
: Lay a folid foundation in d 
diſtin&t knowledge of them .. I(' 
confuled braines cauſe unſcrled 4 
hearrs : relt nor in Pilates de-' Ja 
mand what istruth, norin the! If 
[ſraclites hovering betwixt two 
opinions, nor in that groſle fa- 3” 
lary of religion, torake uptruth] | # 
yp 

ej 


Rev.2, 
ro, 
R wler. 


upon ruſt, for any man ſake 
whatſocyer, were he the ſharpeſt 
Jeremiah, | 


XUM 


JM 


'Þbe nor fatisfied this is truth, be- 


or the comfortableſt Barnabas; 


cauſe this, that man ſaith, bur as 
the honourable Berzans ſearch- 
ed the Scriptures about the 
things which even Saint Paul 
himſclfe delivered, ſo doc you 
prove all things faith the Apo» 
ſtle, receive rruth upon an evi- 
dence of truth, it the firſt cruth 
(which is the word of God) and 
the rule and compaſle will not 
approve it, it is crrour and not 
truth. 
lea, but how may wee know 
truths for there are many religions, 
and many opinions obtruded to the 
world, the truth of which cannot ſo 
erſily be diſcerned. 
| 


| 


| 
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| ſeremiah, or the learned(t Pau, 


Objett. 


0 


| Simvile. 


and divers, like the image which 
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| anſwer , that true do- 
Arine may be diſcerned from 
falſe doctrines, 1 by the wnzty of 
them, unws © oerum convertun- 
tur, truth is one or none; there is 
| but one way (ſaith Ariſtotle) to 
hicthe marke, but many waics| 
to miſle it; crrour is manifold! 


| Nebuchadn:2zar ſaw mixt of: 
gold and clay, and as Ariftotle 
ſpcakes of Vices, that they are; 
contrary both to vertucs and 


Arines are oppokite ro truth, 
and ro themſelves ; there is nol 
errour butis like a lyer, apt to 
forget and wound ir ſclfe, but 
cruth is fangle, like Chriſts gar- 
ment, undivided; as thereis but 


XUM 


themſclves; ſo erroneous do-!Þ 
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o-f | one ie Chriſt, ſo bur one ach, 

m 2 The purity ot them ; ; all| 
off [falſe Jodrine (like treaci erous 
1 

is 

to 

cs 


\phylicke) gives eaſe; or like a 
|whore, much in beauty, when 
falſe in honeſty : whar it wants | Simile, | 
{| in verity, it makes up in liberty; | 
Id J/like ill wares which. cherefore 
ch[/havethe larger allownoges; the 
of ]|do&trine which is unſpund, ge- 
le nerally i is licearious ,A5 45 eyident| 
re|[/in the Mahometan or.' Popiſb te- 
d|{/nents. 

|| Buteruth is holy in ie ſelfe,and 
1,|[to us, teaching it within the 
0 F heart, and ordering it inthe hte. 
Of Flr is an adverſary to fin, becauſe 
It] Fall fin is an adverſary-unto God. 
|} 3 Thecthcacy of them : uſu- | 
| Jally corrupt dottiines adde to | | 


df R our. 
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our notions, but meddle not 
with our corruptiovs;they ſwell|[| 
us, bur doe not edificus, thy are!{* 
pils which onely worke upon|ſ| 
the braine, they neither _ k 
true grace, or ſound peace with|ſ/t 
them : onely this, Satan makes|ſ/t 
the erroneous very violent, that | 
thereby they may thinke them» < 
ſelves inthe right. tr 
But the doCtrinewhich istrue, Fo! 
is ſtrong, ir is heavenly in its na-Fm 
ture, and mighty in its operati-Yw 
on, comes from God,and bringsſÞc 
to God, makes the bad good, ſilt: 
and the good beter, there is noſſi 
ſuch falve to heale a corruptſþl! 
heart, Hor balme to refreſh a 

|rroubled contcience, as cruth. 
4 The antiquity of them:;Jat1 
errout 
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| 
|| crrour is butthe ſhadow and ape 
1|J/of truth, the ſaying is, id demwn 
q veriſfimum quod antiquiſſom: mM. 
a|Þ| Truth is the firſt borne, for God 
hpake it, before the diyell ſpake 
P the other; errors may be old, bur 
truth ſaw the lighe before chem; 
ate wholefarrago of corru tdo- 
n-[trines amongſt the Papi for 
tranſubſtantiation, invocation 

ie Jof Saints, prayers for the dead, 
2Imerit | ſupremacyzheir originals 
w were of yeſterday; though they 
g:Þoalt anciquiry,yer they dare nor 
xd, fltand to the criall of Chriſt and 
nofſhis Apoſtles, who mult decide 

Il cruths. 

1 af 5 The firoplicicy of _ 
errours came in by the S | 
m :Jat the firſt, and are much of i _ | 


Ou R Zz nacure;} __- 


's 


| 
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nature, full of windings and tur-|[]; 
nings; all corrupt doEtrines are|{|; 
deceiveable and ſubtile :' how! 
many arts were fained by Arriw|[|c 
and the Arrian Biſhops, to bring|ſ| 

in their damnable errour ? what t 
forging of lyes,and odious accu-|ſ| i; 
ations of Athanaſius, that he was p 
diſhoneſt with a woman, andl tt 
cur oft a mans hand, as Ewſebiu} C 
| relates: and ſo the Ieſuites aboutÞ hi 
| Calvin, and Luther, and Melan-Þci 
hon, and *Bexa, &c. and ſo for pl 
the eſtabliſhing of the Councellſty 
of Trent, the Popes Cloke-bag þ 
were weekely filled with devi in) 
ces and carriages. ph 

Yea, and obſervethe very Pa 
= at this day, how deceivea{a] 


ly confident they are, that alJ;lc 
antiqui 


 — 
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| 
[- antiquity and ceſtimony is on 
elf|their ſide, when cither it is a 
v\]|packe of their ovwne Writers 
ol | onely, Or other authors which 
14 they have forged, or elſe antiqui- 
at ty milerably lanced and cur, and 
U- interlaced by their Index expur- 
as patorins : yea, and I pray God 
df chat many of the opinions in this 
1 

ut 

1. 


City be not bolſtered up with 
high clamours, and with artifi- 
-J ciall lyes. Burcruth is naked and 
orfplaine,it is neither of a cruell na- 
elifture, like Caine, nor of a ſubtile 
Spirit wich Abſalom, nor of aly- 
"Jing (pirit with Ababs falſe Pro- 
phets, it flatters no man,nor be- 
ouiles any : being truth, itis not 
alhamed of light or criall, and it 
alone can maintain it (elf againſt 
| R 3 all 


— ——_— 
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ho contrary quarrels :* a good| | 
cauſe is like a good conſcience, | 
even a bulwarke to it ſelfe, like} |: 
the ſunne in'its light, and hear|| | 
againſt all clouds, &c. | 
5 Theduration ofthem:truth|| || 
like the ſunne hath runne down |||! 
through all ages: not that all men|[ |: 
have embraced it, but that by] 
ſome ic hath till beene embra-|ſ| 
ced: ſome one or more hath ſtill]! 
beenec at the barre, to beare wit- | 
d 

r 

fi 


neſle unto it. New men have 
till riſen up,(and ſometimes out 
of the aſhes as it were of the 
dead) ro maintaine,and either 
by tongue, or pen, or bloud, tot 
defend the truth : but U 

Erroneous dodtrines, as they || {i 
| | want an inward — | 

0 
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alſo an outward conſent, like a 
\deceirfull brooke, they are ſpent 
after a while, or like commoti- 
ons in a ſtate, though ſtrangor 
long, yet they come.toan end at 


lcogth,cither ſome [peciall judge-| 


meats on the ringleaders, ar the 
authority of 'Prindes, as Alexan-. 
der again{t Arius, or the prayers 
of the Saints, or the deciſion of 


J/lavefull counſels have {till ca- 


ſhiered theſe meteors; bur as it is 


laid of divine mercy, that it en- 
dures for ever, the lame is afhr- 
med of divine truth, it mos 
from one generation to another; 


till Chrift make his Church cri- 


JM 


umphant, the militant Church 
thall bebe pillar of truth. 
6 The conformity of them 


—CC— 


Smile, 
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A tothe rule or word. Erroneous| 
| dodtiines like unſound fleſh, 
cannot abide handling, and like 
Cimile | an' il favoured woman, would 
| have al glafles broken. 
\* Burt enifh like ſound gold, 
; will endure a touch-ſtone, truth 
| will be found truth'upon (earch, 
bring tro the conſtience, þ 
will worke as eruth; bring it to 
the death-bed, it will uphold as 
truth, bring ic ro the ſcriptures, 
it will hold out ascruth. 

2 When truths upon ſearch 
are found to be truths; then em- 
brace them for the trurhs ſake, 
not upon perſonall and mutable 
cauſes orends. | 

3 Firme refolution after try- 
all, by which our knowledge 


COmes 
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i. 4 


XUM 


UM 


comes to be cleare, and mide | 
doubt there mult be now a plain 

reſolution and purpoſe of heart | 
in cleaving to luch faithfully e- 
videnced truths : chou muſt by 
an immoveable faith(asit were) 
rootthy very heart in the truths 
of Chriſt, as Saint Paul, though 
bonds and affliftions, though 
good report or evill, though 
death it ſelftc{ abide him tor 
Chriſt, come what will come, 
diſpures, fancies, errors, trou- 
bles, lofles, I have found the| 
truth, and it will 1 hold for 
ever. | 

3 Loyall affection: then it is 

loyall, when it is incluſive, to 

every truth, &c. excluſive to no- 
thing but cruth : this loyall affe- 


Qtion 
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\Qtion will make usto, f a, doe, 

| (econdly, ſuffer, thirdly, cieave: 
love truch , and then truth 
will be he' d: [| held him, and 
wou'd not let him goe, ſaidthe 
Church, then in love with 
Chriſt, Cant. 3. Love is theeaſ- 
elt key ro open the heart to 
Chriſt, and the ſtrongeſt locke 
to keepe ſure the truth in our 
hearts : when thou haſt 
mentally felr the heavenly 
ſtrength and comfort of Gods 
euths, then wile thou certainly 
ſticke unto them. 

4 loyne conſcience to ſcience: 
'O when people bavethetruths 
tilt ſounding in their earcs, and 
ungodlineſſe flill ſtirring and | 


'ruling in their lives, it cannot | 
| be, | 


Can, 3, 


— = 
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be, that they ſhould have ſtrong 
bands, who have wicked 
hearts ; ; Filymenenus made ſhip- 


Therefore ſtrive to obey t 
ruths, addeto thy faith vertue; 
be a doing Chriftian as well as a 
knowing Chriſtian. 

5 Be watchfull in prayer to 
God, with David, to uphold 
thee, with Saint Petzy to efta- 
bliſh thee, ſtill co keepe thee;that 
thou mayeſt keepe his truths: 
excellent is that ſpeech of Bey- 
nard, neque enim q:14 habemus ab 


e0,ſer pare aut tenere poſſumus ſine 
eo; that God by whoſe light a- 
| lone we know the truth, by his 
| ftrengeh alone wekeepeir. 

Thus! 


— 
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wracke of faith, and of conſci-! 


ence both together, 1 Tw 1.19. | r Tim 1. 


| 


19, 


$ Bere 
nard. in 
P/al.qui 
habitat 


pat: 283," 
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Fhus much for the text, and 
| now for the occaſion, 2nd here 
I cannot belong, neicher my af. 
fetions nor yours will admit of 
large diſcourſe, onely a word 
of you, and a weed to you. 

Of you, fo regardfull have 
you beene to my Miniſtery, ſo 
loving to my perſon, fo faithfull 
in your maintenance, fo cheere- 
fully encouraging generally 
from you all, bur chicly from 
the chicfeſt, that had it Mlealed 
the Lord to have given mee 
health (the which I have ſcarce 
enjoyed one whole yeere toge- 
ther ſince | have beene heere) I 
ſhould not have ſtirred cafily 
(hom ſuch a people, for the belt 
 preferment that could be conve- 


niently 
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I ſpeake my heart freely, I 
canhot tell on which f1dethe 
unwillingnefle is moſt, whe- 
ther on your part who are lefr, 
or on my part who am conſtrai. 
ned to leave you, 

But coſay no more of your 
goodneſle, give mee leaye (for 
the cloſcof all) to leave a few! 
Legacies with you, being all 
my friends, and hearken to my 
words, as the words of a dying 
man, for the Lord knowes how | 
{hort my daies may be. 

My Legacies are thee : 

1 Lay out more timefor your; 

ſoules : the ſoule is a precious! 


UM 


| 


| 


thing, the ſoule is a corrupted 
thing, ſinnes are in it, much 


= ouwlr 
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guiltis upon it, there is a Chriſt 


that it nceds, holineſle that it 


mult have, heaven that it 
would have, thy body is but 
clay, thy ſoule a = the 
world a vanity, thy ſoule im- 
morrall : all is well if the ſoule 
be wel,nothing is well if that be 
evill: I belcech you pray more, 
heare more, know more, confer 
more, doc more and more for 
your {oules, when you come to 
dyc, you will then finde ic to be 
all your worke : O then whiles 
health is in you, make it thy 
chicfelt worke to ſccke the 
kingdome of heaven and the 
rightcoulneſle thercof for your 
{oules, feed nor the {lave, and! 


ſtarve the childe, 
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2 Vpon good grounds make| 
| | [ſure of a reconciled God : live 
not in an unreconciled conditi- 
on: no enemy like aa ill conſci- 
ence,and a good God: ſtudy the 
right of thy finnes, and the 

bloud of Chriſt , repentance 

from dead workes, and faith in 

the LordIeſus, ſo ſhaltthou be- 
| hold the face of God and live. 


The waics of reconciliation 
{ | with God, andthe ſcrling of thy 
conſcience about it, may colt 
thee many prayers and teares, 
and diligent ſtudies bur thelove 
of Godand heaven will anſwer, 
and recompenſe all. 

3 Wiſely improve all heavert-| 
ly ſeaſons : the Lord hicherto | 
hath continucd unto you, daies| 


of | 


XUM 


of peace and ſalvation, heaven- 
ly opportunities publike and 
private, andI beſcech hint tor 
ever {o to doe. Now reccive 
not the grace of God in vaine, 
lay hold on theſe occaſions; if 
there be not wiledome to im- 
rove them, there may be ſad- 
neſſe for neglefting them: You 
ſce how many worthy and 
faithfull Miniſters God hath ta- 
ken away (of late) by death, 
and ſhall the preſent Prophets 
live for cycr? O then in your 
day and time hearken, regard, 
repent, belceve, live, and x _ 
under holy and faichfull Mini- 
ſters, make more uſe of their 
doctrines, of their rules,of their 
counſels, of their comforts, of 
their 
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their experience and prayers,the 
night will come when neither 
we nor you mult worke any 
longer. 
4 Study the grounds and 
rinciples of religion better; 
ſt; lay good foundations, and | 
then build on them : errours jn 
the entrance, weaken all in the! 
progreſle. Take paines to know 
what that good and acceptablc 
will of the Lord is; a well. ot- 
cromed Chriſtian is like a well. | 
bottomed veſlcll at ſca, which 
can ride out in all weathers : no 
Chriſtian ſtands ſo faſt, or | 
thrives ſo well as the well groun- | 
ded Chriſtian. | 
| 5 Beratheran agent, then a 
(diſpurancin religion? che yaniry 
of 
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of witisto argue much ,but the 
ſincerity of the heartisro doe 
much: for doubttull points,and 


ſubtile novelties, let others bear 
them, and ſerve them, and in 


the meane while, pray thou 
'much, that thou mayelt ob 
| the truths which thou know 
ln ſpeculatives be wile to ſobri- 
ety, in praQticals be as good as 
thou canſt: it is not the wittieſt 
 {choller, but the rrueſt Chriſti- 
[an who fhall goeto heaven. 

6 Be lefſe formall, and more 
| fruitfull: know that as vwve mult 
; be brought to an account for 
| every word which we ſpeake 
{ſo much more for every word 
| that God ſpeakes. 

Meere godlinefſe is not " 


WE: _ __nough 
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meanes of grace: Cod expetts 


much when he gives much : if 
itdoth nor utterly caſt thee, yer | 
it muſt exceflively trouble thee 
co be thin in bearing, when 
God hath been large in fowing | 
7 Ler all Chriſtians bee of | 
more fruitful) hearts and chari- 
| {|rable ſpirits one rowards ano- 
| | |ther, There are treacherous 
; and malitious hearrs enough in | | 
the world, thou necdeſt nor ro 
| [/helpe thedivell to be an accuſer 
t| Vofthe brethren. It is a ſad thing 
©} [\whcn one Chriſtian can hardly | 
; truſt another, and that they | | 
who ſhould picty and healc in- | 
| 
| 


| nough under conſtanc and great 


|firmicies, are yet irtventers of 
| ies and obloquies; theſe are the 
S þ wounds | 


260 
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gave me, ſaid the Church in the 
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wounds which my fricnds| + 


Canticles. If thy fellow Chriſtian 
doc faile, ms compaſlionate 
and ſuccour him, then hate and 
reproach him; thou ſhalt never 
eſtabliſh thy graces or name 
upon the ruines and ſcandals of 
another man; if thou be a ſtrong 
Chriſtian, be more tender , if 
weake, be more filent;the ſtron 

ſhould beare the infirmiries X 

the weake, and the weake!|/ 
ſhould hcark#n to the directi- 
ons of the ſtrong : your graces 
are ſtrong, and ſafety ſurcr by 
loye then by diviſion, therefore 
be of one minde, and live in 
peace, let brotherly love conf 


ctinue. 
$ Mindc 


— 


—mang Carb. 
: 8 Minde death ofren, and 
preparefor it berimes; hee who 
is a ſtranger ro dying thoughts, 


is ordinarily a ſtranger to a 


; 
e 
1\ || godly life; thou wouldelt haſten 
r 
c 


and better thy worke, if thou 
el [| didſt more lookebacke on th 
fl [/life, and more forward on thy 
death, 

9s Be diligent in your parti- 
cular places : the idle body can 
hardly hold a good ſoule; that 
man is in danger, who is all for 
heaven,or all for earth,both our 


n-\{much with him in grace, who 
| is moſt with God inpraicr. 
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And pray not for your {elves 
onely, but for others, and as for| 
,0-hers, lo for me, as Saint' Paul 
deſired of the Epheſians, c.6. 19. 
chat utterance may be given un- 
ro mee, that I may open my 
mouth boldly romake knowne 
| the mylteryof the Goſpel, that 
(therein (v.20.) I may ſpeake as 
[ ought to ſpeake; and fo asthe 
ſame Apoltle in his wimmum vale 
; faid ro thoſe Epheſians,the ſame 
| [ſay unto you. 
| Brethren, I commend you 
| unto God, and to the word of 
' his grace, which is ablc ro build 
| you up, and to give you anin- 
 herirance amongſt all chem 
| which are ſanKiificd. 
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